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DARKNESS ON THE EDGE OF TOWN

After “Bornto Run™ I wanted to write about 1ife in the close confines of the small towns I grey
upin. In1977 I was living on a farmin Holmdel, New Jersey. It was there that I wrote most of
the songs for “Darkness on the Edge of Town.”

I was twenty-seven and the product of Top 40 radio. Songs 1ike the Animals® “It’s My Life” and
“We Gotta Get Out of This Place” were infused with an early pop class conseiousness. That, along
with my own experience — the stress and tension of my father’s and mother’s 11fe that came with
the difficulties of trying to make ends meet — influenced my writing. I had a reaction to my own
good fortune. I asked myself new questions. T felt a senge of accountability to the people I%d
grown up alongside of. I began to wonder how to address that feeling. Also, at that time, I was

in a battle with my former manager for the rights and eontrol of my musie. I stood the chance of
losing much of what I had worked for and accomplished. A11 of this Ied to the turn my writing
took on “Darkriess.”

I began to listen seriously to eountry music around this time. I discovered Hank Williams. I
liked the fact that country dealt with adult topics, and I wanted to write songs that wonld res-
onate down the road. Film, always important to my writing, became an even greater influence
on this album. I always 1iked the flash and outlavs of B pietures — Robert Mitehum in “Phunder
Road” and Arthur Ripley’s “Gun Crazy.” Td recently seen John Ford’s “The Grapes of Wrath” for
the first time. T sought out *%0s and *50s film noir such as Jacques Tourneur’s “Out of the Past,”
It was the feeling of men and women strugegling against a world closing in that drew me to those
films. Even the title, “Darkness on the Edge of 'I‘own,” owed a lot to American noir.

Musically I wanted the record to sound leaner and less grand thar “Born to Run.” That sound
wouldn’t suit these songs or the people I was now writing about. Chuck Plotkin, an LA record
man, came in near the end of the album ard helped us get a tighter, more modern mix. He helped
us foeus the songs in a way we'd been unable to and allowed us to bring the record to comple-
tion. There was a lot of variation in the material we recorded, but I edited out anything T
thought broke the album’s tension. After “Born to Run,” T wanted to ensure that my music con-
tinued to have value and a sense of place, -

The songs were difficult to write. I remember spending hours trying to come up with a single
verse. “Badlands,” “Prove Tt A11 Night,” and “Promised Land” a1l had a chorus but few lyrics.

1 was searching for a tone somewhere between “Born to Run’s” spiritual hopefulness and *70s
eynicism, I wanted my new characters to feel weathered, older, but not beaten, The sense of daily
struggle ineach song greatly increased. The possibllity of transcendence or any sort of person-
al redemption felt a lot harder to come by. Thiswas the tone I wanted to sustain. Tintentionally
steered away from any hint of escapism and set my characters down in the middle of a community
under siege. Weeks, even months went by; before I had something that felt right.

The songs eame together slowly, line by line, piece by picce, The titles were big: “Adam Ratsed a
Cain,” “Darkness on the Edge of Town,” “Racing 1h'the Street.” “Adam Raised a Cain” used bib-
lical images to summon up the love and bitterness between a father and son. “Darkness on the
Edge of Town” dealt with the idea that the setting for personal transformation is of'tten found
at the end of your rope, In “Racing in the Street” I wanted my strest racers to earry the years
between the car songs of the ’60s and 1978 America. To make “Racing” and those other big titles
personal, I had to infuse the music with my own hopes and fears. If you don’t do that, your
characters ring hollow, and you're left with rhetorie, words without meaning.

Most of my writing isemotionally autobiographical. You've got to puil up the things that mean
something to you in order for them to mean anything to your audience, That’s how they know
you’re not kidding.

With the record’s final verse, “Tonight 1’11 be on that hill...,” my characters stand unsure of
their fate, but dug in and committed. By the end of “Darkness” T4 found my adult voice.

-1992




THE PROMISE

On the opposite page is the essay I wrote for “Dark-
ness on the Edge of Town’s” inclusion in our book
“Songs.” It's straight to the point. “Darkness” was
my “samurai” record, stripped to the frame and ready
to rumble.

What you have in your hands is a new/old record.
The lost sessions of the recording of “Darkness”
that could have/should have been released after
“Born to Run” and before the collection of songs
that became “Darkness on the Edge of Town.” During
the year we spent recording, we made many albums.
Add to this collection the material from “Tracks”
that had “Darkness” as its origin and you have up-
wards of forty songs, four albums. We released one. I
sti1l believe it’s the right one or perhaps I wouldn’t
be writing this and you wouldn’t be reading it right
now. But... the music that got lef't behind was sub-
stantial.

Over the past summer in anticipation of this release,
T went back to this music I’d abandoned thirty years
ago. It was like revisiting cld friends who'd been
awaiting your return to close the circle onan im-
portant experience that somehow had gotten inter-
rupted. A1l of these tracks are from the “Darkness”
sessions of ?77/78.* Where needed, I worked on them
to bring them to fruition. Many stand as they were
recorded all those years ago, On those I worked ony

T did what I would've doneto them at the time and

no more. The additional cherry on top of Bobh Clear-
mountain’s great mixes brings out the music’s best.

Post “Born to Run” I wasstill held in thrall by the
towering pop records that had shaped my youth and
early musical education. Echoes of Elvis, Dylan, Roy
Orbison, the full-voiced rockabilly ballad singers
of the Fifties and Sixties along with my favorite
soul artists and Phil Spector, thread throughout.
As T page through my thirty-year-old “Darkness”
notebook, I see a young man filled with ambition, a
local enlture/B-movie-fueled florid imagination,
and thrilled to be a rock 'n’ roll songwriter. The
nights of 1istening to Lieber and Steller, Gof-
fin-and King, Barry and Greenwich, Mann and Weil,
the geniuses of early rock 'n’ roll songwriting had
seeped deep into my bones. Their eraft inspired me to
a respect and love for my profession that’s been the
cornerstone of the writing work I’ve done for the E
Street Band and my entire work 1ife.
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Musie, musie, musie, big choruses, big melodies, rich
arrangements, that is the direction I initially
started to go inin the aftermath of “Born to Run”
but “Darkness” was also written and recorded at the
height of the punk explosion. I had a 1ittle record
shop in New York City where I bought all the early
punk singles as they hit the street. I took them
home, heard something unique, undeniable and not
so forelgn to my experience. My musical path had
been chosen but the uncompromising power of these
records found its way onto “Darkness” through the
choices and themes of my material. I culled my musie
to the toughest collection of songs I had, songs that
still form the philosophical core of what we de
today, swept the rest away and headed on.

1’d been out of the recording scene for three years, I
wasin my mid-twenties and already trying to prove

I wasn’t a “flash 4n the pan®, a “one-hit wonder”,

a creation of the record company star-making ma-
chine, I knew who I was (well, I was pretty sure) and
who I wanted to be. I knew the stakes I wanted to play
for, so I picked the hardest of what I had, music that
would leave no room to be misunderstood about what
1 felt was at risk and what might be attained over
the American alrwaves of popular radioin 1978,
Power, directness and austerity were my goals. Tough
musie for folks in tough eircumstances. As the band
and I played through “Darkness™ at the Paramount
Theater in the winter of 2009, I felt my original
song selection pick up the years and continue to

hold the congruity of a young man’s choices made

so very long ago. They also fell pretty nicely into
the adult man’s journey I find myself on today. At
twenty-seven, that is what I’d hoped for, that T’d
written something that would continue to fill me
with purpose and meaning in the years to come, that
would continue to mean something to me and to you.
The original “Darkness on the Edge of Town” has done
that for me and I hope it’s done that for you as well.
I owe the cholces we made then and that young man
their respect.

Still... alot of sweet and important magic was mo-
mentarily lost, so to everything there is a season.
Let me introduce to you some of my old friends, “The
Promise: The Lost Sessions from Darkness on the Edge
of Town™.

July 26, 2010

* Ucawe My Love™ written 1977, lyrics and recording 2010,
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CANDY®ES ROOK

In Candy's reom, there are nictures of her

heroes on the ﬂu_la

but to get te Candy's room, you gotta walk
the darknese of Candy'e hall,

Strangers from the city, call my baby's

numbey and they bring her toys,

When I come knocking, she

che knows I wenna be Candy's boy,

Thera's a sadness hidden in that pretiy face,

2 sadness all her own, from which no man

¢can keep Candy cafe,

We kiss, my heart'a pumpin! to ny brain

the blood ryshes i1 mny '\."Eins, when I touch
Candy's lipse,

je go driving, driving desp inte the night,

I 2o driving deep into the lipht, in

Candy's &syes,

She says, Baby if you wanna be wild,

you got a lot to learn, close your eyes,

Let them melt, let them fire, let them burn

iause in the darkness, therd1ll be hidden
norlds that shine,

When I held Candy close she makes the
hidden worlds mine,

She has fancy clothes and diamend Tings,

She hss men who give her anything rize she

wanta, but they doea't see,

Phat what she wants 1is m#e,

C.!'l, and I want her B0,

fll asyer let her geo, ne, ne, no

ERAEEERAEXTRRXEIHEY

She kiews that I'd give,

41l that ¥ got te give

All that I want,all that I live
td mzke Candy mine 4
Tonight




IN THE STREET

I got & sixty-nine Chevy wi
Fuelie heuads and a Hurst
She's waiting tonight dow the parking let
Outeide the Seven-Hlevan store
Me and my pertner Sonny built her straight out
he rTidem wit! » from town te tewn
money, got no strings

then we shut 'em down

Tonksht, fonipght the rip's juat right
I waanza bleow '=m off in my
Sunmer! s heras the time

»in! in the girest

donn

to

start dying

e
guyy oome homs

And go reein' i

Tonight, tond:
I wanne blow 'em & f their seats
Calling out a 1 the w 4 going racin'
I met her on the atrip thres ye
In s Camare with thid dude from
blew thzt Camare eoff my b
drove that Little girl away,
aow there!'s wriankles around my baby's eyes

cries herself g sleap
homa t he house 18
"Baby dif i
the porch of
%v dreams
= ]_ ;:: ne
one who hates fer just being born
strangers «nd heot rod angels,

Rumbling
Tenioht

Anc

Lhe S84
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my money and
- I . L

sving rcrose the

=
=]
&

the radio on

all

I got

Horking day in my daddy's
Driving- all night,

tFretiy socon

ogs Om
1f£ T could ta=ze one momen

pister, I gin't & boy, BO,

ind T beEGdwe welieve in &

I've done my s Def t to

T get up every morning and
Byt your eyes g0 blind Anc

Sometimes I fesl so weak I
Explodd and tesy this
and

pake a knbfe

Find somebody itching

(Chorus)

twister %o blow

That sintt got the fzith 1o
ylogw away the dreams
Blow away the dreans that bxr
Blow away the lies that leave

and brokenhsarted
(Chorus)

T -

rattlesnake epeedway in
hea d

Haynesboro county

chasing some

1ittle girl I'R gonna

main strest howl, 'causse

LAND

the Tian desert

hack into town

line

and Iik just killing time

_-'.‘i'i'

e
mirage

take charges

they understand,
t into my hands

Tim 2 maEn,
promised land,
1ive the right way

to work ezch aey

cold

g_-'li"l
your blood TUNE
just went to explede

apart

ading straipht into the storm

ﬁVﬁfJihin?

stand its ground

r
the=t tear you apaTi

eak youtr heart

you nething but lost sugxprakenhe

T believe in 2 propiced land...




__PACTORY-

»
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Eerly in the moraing ?factory whistle blows,
| Man rises from bed and puts on his clothes,

| Man takes his lunch, walks out in the morning 1ight,

1t%s the working, the working, just the working life.

| Through the mansions of fear, through the mansions of pain
) the marisions of pain,

I see my daddy walking throusgh them faetory sates in the rain

=

| actory takes his hearing, factory gives him life,

i The working, the working, just the workins 1life,

1111

End of the day, factory whistle cries,

lien walk through these gates with death in their eyes,

Ard you just better believe, boy, somebody's gonna zet hurt tonight,

— It's the werkjng, the working, just the working life,

]
]
Egi
i 4
.
3
1
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When the night'e guiet End you don't care anymore,

And your eyes are tired and there's someons at your door
And you realize you wanna let geo

And the weak lies and the cold walls you embraca

Bat at your imsides and leave you face to face with

Streets of fire

I'm wandering, & loser down these tracks

I'm dying, but girl I can't goi back
'Cause in the darkness I hear somebody call my name
And when you realize how they ifricked you this time
And it's 811 lies but I'm strung out qﬁ on the wire
In these strests of fire

live now, omly with &trangers

t2lk %o only stranfersg

Lo I

valk with angels thet have no place

Strests of fire

LA




1!y 5 - N - oyl - . b ¢ han
Tonight wetll drive thst du iy road from Monroe to Angzelins
To buy yeu a meld ring and pretty dress of blus,
Baby jus® one kiss will get these things for you,
A kiss to seal our fate tonight,

A kiss to prove it all night.

(Chorus)

Prove it all night
Girl there's nothing else that we can deo,
3o prove it all night, prove i% all night,

And girl T'11 prove it nll ht for yeu.

Everybody's got a hunger, a hunger they can't resgist,
There's o much that you want, you deserve much mere than this,
But if dreams came true, ch, wouldm't that be nice,

]

But ihis ain't no dream we're living through tonight,

Girl, you want it, you tktake : Iy

(Chorus)

Prove it all night, prove it 211 nigh
1 :

girl and call the bluff,
Frove it all night, prove it 5 i

I prove it all night for your love.

Baby, tie Your hair back in =z long white how

Neet me in the fields out bekind the dyn
You hear the voices telling you not o &0,
They made their choices and they'll never kn

What it means to steal, to cheat, to lie,

What if's like to live =na die,
(@borus)

To prove i% all Rizhte.e.

-
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But that Bloo¢ it never ournec in her veins,
r she'e got 2 houte 1 in Fairview,
- 2
styie

+21l her that 1'm easily found,

there's o & e am! e

And tell her, ithel

‘g pot a secrat, Sonny,

Som thut they jus¥ can't face,
Some folks spemd thejr whols lives trying to keep it,
They carry it with them every step that they teke.

Ti11 séme day they just cat 1t loose

Whers no ono K&
or looks toolong in your face,

Ty the darkness on the edga of towh.
Some folks 4re born into & goOG
Other folke get it anywey, nyhomw,
I lost my momey RIG 1 lget muy wife,

s metter much to me 7OW.

Thei thinge don't

1omusal can't stop,

Tonight 144

I'11 b verything T gots
Liv T un ad leset,

he found

In the darkness on the edge (33
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BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN
THE PROMISE: THE MAKING OF
DARKNESS ON THE EDGE OF TOWN
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o
BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN
AND THE E STREET BAND

HUNDER ROAD

F There's an exciting new publication
circulating in New Jersey!!!
]huﬂderROGd1$ﬂW“Wm|ﬁkm}Bﬂﬂf
Springsteen fan magazine Put together by
the Capitol's own Ke Viola, this magazine
has up-to-date information sbout “The Boss”

and the whole Asbury scene For a sample
copy, send $1.00 plus 15¢ for poste
Thunder Road - East Coasl Office
Rox 171 - Bogota MN.J 07603
Tell ‘em ya heard about Thunder Road

in the Capite | Theatre prograim.

ge 1o

**************

(201) 744-5787

3 MIDLAND AVENUE
MONTCLAIR, N. J. 07042

*
#
*
*
*
*
o
*»
*
%
»
*
*
i
*
*
»
*
*

WE DISCOUNT ALL NEW LP's
AND OLDER CATALOG STOCK.

INVENTORY.MWE STOCK MANY
BUDGET LP's,S0 COME AND
BROWSE .ALL CATAGORIES.
PO T L LTk e g

»

»*

*

*

*

CHECK OUR PRICES & OUR *
s

*

»

2
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AN EVENING WITEH

PRWCE SPR INGSTEEN

SAN JO5E CENTER &t PERFORMING AR
THURS. JUNE 29 8 PM.

TICKETS: $700

BERKELEY COMMUNITY THEATER
FRI.JUNE 30™ SAT.JULY 1°" 8 PM.

L TOCETS:#5.50.26.50. 27250 . AVAILAGLE AT BASS

THERE 15 A 75¢ SERVICE CHARGE ON EACH BASS TcKET
OUTLETS Include RECORD FACTORIES LIBERTY HOUSE  (S.F
BUBLIN ¢ GONCORD) BULLOCKS, AYPTUS RECORDS & S6 OTMER

INFO, CALL YIS/ TELETI & 408 / 237-7552
m umaee av PHnNE USING' MAIOR claéorr cnm’s ahu «n’s!s:ts 434
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SPRINGSTEEN

____“Darkness on the Edge of Town”
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Springsteen hot

= 4

111 i (At

in spite of weather

BY DALE ATRAMSES
Ulirpmicle Staft

B 1T Was Ty
Fuepee unil
usligpit
Hines - AL Teust
ped Band 160

Now Jorse

1 mdghil e hegeaid oul
Supmrril P eaday mghl — seali
Cookm® and:bugzan’ - And, woll,
low aptebist curly newspagp
Bruca Springsteen atd the £

I doesal atler it the A
roll dynzimn wis 0w less (il
Vst sy zd it cight anind would et b
pear Sprngsieen — uoch less ey andiopen a
lr — Sprmgstechyijs oftstag
rock ol fr the durasion ol his &
v leave. ol dntereaission, you st ol
yoil've: expenienced: BU minutey of i Vil
wppen 104 qust el when @ performur b ey
ponsisieny commited, neredsingh eeitng andl.
sirplest ferms: betler Gaell me "yvou see Wim
cerme o Baye U leave while te's Sl fiting sy at s
fcre and-shuwing 2bsolurely mnshgns o e g

Tebanwe toduly's show inthe Coliselm
sanas dilerenl a8 plghland doy
chifer of material or s plasiment
et b tissen tow 1Al U sprme e B e just il
bl Wit annpde: was Ve EARRGE e e
el b Ll e vy
ie things off about g lall-how e, e Tibeied
P stage an e dark and Dlasted fite B
A ieresistabile pocker
Brsindishhige Lig cleetpd paitar ke @ heavy laly. sltiel
i plowad higugh the crastiny ©birects ol e his
(Foerak Saimt b el Cie s dynamic. adlad
Darkness ul e Edge of Towp: and: the irresist bl
“Spiril i the Night'” before adimitlings Ukay
[“m baek tn busingss.”
iy vidie was 0 bil raspier than fast Hme, bt his
nelotiee wore renrranged Lo aceomodate i perlectly
i bl arivibing away (rond s shattering intensi-
Ly

Most fascinating was “Indepenidence Diiy,” o exeui-
site Ballod al provides the culmination of 4 1l ol the
thermos (rom bolh "Born. (o Run™ and **Darkness™ i
sitigle; Ahobghl-provoking piece of music
Bl just a6 mind-blowing was his especially defuant
spirommsed Land” and his blistering guitar work: on
“Prove (LAl Night.”

By i tHme he cused dowyr inta the more subllleyiefia:
“Hacimi i the Streets," T was oul ol breath just from
stenizg Mot Springstecn. He was all over the stagi -
climbing the mountains of speakers ag elther sude pthim.
jumping dowwn It the crowd, squaring il against saxo:
plhionist Clarenca Clemons I a mighty dueliduel and,
getterally, succeeding al being Lwd places al onct. He
rounded oul (he fipst half with'Lhe Urban epic of "Jungle:
tand' — playing all the roles; hanging from the onstage
speakers Jike the Hunchback of Notre Dame dunng
vl Sleve Yan Zandl’s drenching guitar hreak and
{dtening JJuyously 1o Clemons' sax work. He was 50
hyperactive thal his shirl was sonked In sweal and |t
rolled sieeves lmply falled down robad Tus wrists by
the et of the song:

It was slready- late. bul how dusyou
‘Fever, 4 soulfhl song he rarely perfurms,

dge puiching out
cisand
e A Riw
i

chtw o

]

\
oAk

hatl

4

Singalo

|

vk

fiever boen nileased O vinyl and sl ‘earned him the
st enthusiastie applauseof the night v
You don't You hang In (here through

OOR

the

‘s Ro

SR and the lense, srobic “Candy
pumping vl “Bevause the Night'" a
gonna have 1 bend d fow traffic la
make deadline It couldu'l
better. - could it®

4
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PLUS SPECIA

WINTERLAND - FRI. DE

TICKETS $7.00 ADVANCE $8.50 DAY CF SHOW. AV
| FOR INFO. CALL 415/ TELETIA,TO CHARGR By PHON(E

PESIGN: R_TUTEN...

BILL GRAHAM Er-:... -
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DARKNESS ON THE EDGE OF TOWN
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, ASBURY PARK 2009
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