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THE GRITTY GLORY STORY OF
BOB SEGER'S BEGINNINGS

| hough Bob Seger finally achieved bona fide rock star status
in 1976 with his Silver Busller Basd on e Buller and Naht Mocer, that hard=won

success was the climax ol & story chat |'|-c‘.\,;.|I:| i earees & Gl dey acke exther, wilh
the grimy Metor Ciry garage mck band Bob Seger & The Last Heard,

The SR, soidhis] sayle ST eanablished with The Last Heard i 1966«
57 contuned the seeds off the spand be'd pursue in the "7k, bar o bore a harder
edge, Like Dewmail arca comtemporanes MUS and The Baibonals, the hand
wirhied a AT thast Bedi Bike it owas foreed amid e induseral i '|||:||'|'_\. al 1he
bocal aubo plants that kepd the whole coumiry meoving

It was 106N swhen high schood ul]ll'r:u:u'ql; Seper sarted has first baned, “The
L}eabels, waih a |.'-|!ll.l|ﬂl\.' of schoolmaies, By 64 be was qulIi:lu | |H"-|:Im|:-{:l':.'l'l'h.
Int in 63 Seger jomned Doug Brown & The Ohmens as keyhoand plaver/some-
time simger, ctng the singde “TGLE [Thank Goodnes [t's l'n-:lﬂ:.' * with thserm
Workang with Brown, Seger encountered Jocal rock o noll enireprencr Edwaid
“Punch®™ Andeows, Androws ran a sing of Michigan dubs called The Hideout
wih JRLEnEr Dave Leone, as well os indie iﬂlLu iml Hideoin Becande, The bond
e ahovedeaped betweon Seger and Andrews would prove unbeeakabde; Andrews
wonlld serve as Seper's mamager |"|:':|||;||_:': e all tirousgh the ktter's career.

Adber Iﬂilk.illg’ his expt fromm The Chmens, :"';I'Rl'l formeed The Last Heard with
guitaril Cad Lagase of The Soul Four, basse Dan Honaker, and Town Cryers
drummier Phillip “Pep” Pervine, Bul in .\ilri.l ol 66, the Are You Kidding Me?
kb0 Hudeout sulsician—rebeased an Omens single recorded with Seper
and exedived o The Beach Bums. The movcy tune “Ballad of the Yellow Beret™
wis i inkeall on Sgi. Barry Sadler’s contemporaneous pro-milicry hiv “Ballad
ol the Green Berets,” b insiead of exialling the vinges of ihe :";I:h‘l.;.l.l Faiees,
in I.IIILJH sl clraf |:|||:||.l\r|:x The COPHMET W5ls CVeT Irsied as V1L [k -||:_:-,':|"' 1
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A the mme time, Hideour relesaed Grose
Piinee based The Ulhﬁ.nﬁ-p' et Diown Oh
Torur Khseci, “co-wniten by Segee But another song
marnded for the Lindeedogs. wold turm out io be an
mmpoatant part of Seger's own begacy The Seger:
penned “Eam Side Siory® was ongimally meant
e wn Underdogs asgle, an Leone and Asdrewa
weren't hapgey with the group’s vorsion and asked
Srper o try ogting the tune hime

Hideout released Seger’s version of “Eas Side
Swory” In June of ‘6o The anghe was ongsally
ercchicd B Seper alone, Iaal i woa uickhy picked
g by Cameo-Parkwany, and when the Philadelphia
Eabel re-released the record im November, it bore the
mame Bob Seger & The Last Heard. Recorded on
a mscro-brdger ol Detres Linied Soand Syaterm
with Brows producng, the erack found Scger
Eacked by Beown on guitar and organ, Bob Evans
om drums, Honaker on bass, and Perrine on bosgos.

T |, dq:m'mru. ol eluss sruggle on the
Pof charts gencrally &'t pet much grtticr gan
Johny Erery” “Poor Side of Town,”™ the hushly
oechestrwied ballad of a working-class girl geting
ahime her raling And sem when the socasione
gamge-rock nine bie 7 & The Mysbenasd’ “96
Tean™ hicke theough, e hridal conirnd was il
wricily bow/gicl, But the poor dde of dhe jown
depicied in Seger's song was & meaner, more
-hnp:mu el WIHTLAT b5 A BeficEnenl Aparincnl
Besga her mnas not i Besd uplomm wigh his kedife i
mug affluent wpiown denizens, but it all comes 6o a
tragic end, Dioasg Brown's thick, direy fuzz guitar miff
and urges orgam solo add plenty of rough-edged
urhan imensiry to the mle.

Exventhe instrumental versos released as “Fas
Bale Sevared ™ on the H-side Tech hike a somndhirack o
urlan wnrea, But all that paikos obedously sneck
a chord with local lisseners. The single sold more
than fr'].‘lﬂ.'ll.'iplﬂin Dreerodt and west 1o Mo 3 on
e regasial chams Soger mude B ickevision dhelai
perfarming the wong on Somge’ T, Detreat’s
anwwer 10 dmecn Bandntond, hosted by local mover
andl shaker Robin Seyvemoar

Sepers nenl LUameo-Padkbway onghe ook a
dedtically dhfleersd diccciion. Knang = oon b
lirvr of Jasnes Beowmesivie R&E, ke cut “Sock It T
Me Santa” A seasonal sendegp of “Papa’s Goo a
Bramd Mew B.ig_' ehe tuine ol o cdash of Detsonn
pock e moll Bre to Bovem's lunky domoton. As
uncclrmtingly hever an Seger gt om “Fani Side
Seory,”™ he allowed his sense of bamor plenty of air
here, with lines like *Coane on Comer and cosne
on Cupld, des’t juu stand there ook stupd ™
The somg's Boasde it another cxample of the young
Seger’s penchant for pastiche; “Flonda  Timee,”
ariginally the fip of “Ballad of the Yellow Beper,”
I..Ih‘:l-l]‘rtflﬂ[«' Eeach Boys tempdale amd Swaps oul
Boithern Calklorua loe e Somilune S, o oa
engue-m-chork homage comnpleic with surf-pop
harmonies and car engine soemd effecs.

There's bwing satee of another s muscal
FEanl B be fossmnd om Segers e emgle of 1957,
“Persecustaon Smith™ (Mo, 9 in Dietroit), Wish e
vocal inflection and bluesy siomp of Mighesay &
Kepinteef B Drlam, bo= lighn:heamedly lwceranes half:
heamsi pevedutionames, lrlll:l"ttnrhr eralhng & muwe
wopluscared takee on the “Hallsd of The Vellow
Brmet”™ thome, Fip ade “Chain Smolin™ reiteraies
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Seger's deba no REHR with & groowe araight oo of
_h.l'ﬂ.ﬂ' Walkers “Shuspron,” and koegm the A-mide’s
Bnsrsor prasgr, s Sager dhamadanes the difsoalties of
devgping 3 nicotine habic

“Wagrant Winter™ releassd Dot n winlemne
bait in Aprad ol that same yeag & prame peecs of
garage piychodelia, Soper’s most adverbunces: fune
g b that time, it hoasts a poetc, almos bookih
byrical siance and relasively elaborme chord changes,
!EFE'H' withe the Rand of pevehy cormly cegan one
thut were de ngucur ke amy peych grack wath e
walt ar the e, The dngle’s other gde found Seger
venturing amsbiricasly into ew ey, oo “Very
Few™ is a delicae, melsdic e Ballad dhar s
s il il viscal | wney with an alrecsi
jaezy hareomac somibility Seger st adde b
mignaiury hupine howd for a render-voiosd croom than
hie'dl scarcely pevisie

In reerospence, it seems ke Sopers ascoom with hiv
carber sighes wan only a pocheds in e hoghés he'd
rrach with hin fnad Cameo-Parkwary sngle, “Heavy
Music (Parg 11" Earning him even more atemton
tham “Fasi Sade Sy it wem ol e way b the
o spect o e Detrest churts, The pumpeng, poaty-
warty irack achiowed a perfioct bond of the R&R
aed ok n’ poll mides off Seger’s musical personaling
The flip, “Hewey Mmic (Famn 2,7 ke e pood dme
odl o @ B wnmnstes. oo, wath SERT VAT RN (RTT
e -l mmirersental track. Relcaed in Juby of 67,
the: seeversrrtime gireder ol a vibe naot 3 milion mikes
from felles Mosor City soibmocker Minch Byder’s
“Jerury Take & Bide”™ and “Ihedll Wik a Bhee Them
O Good Golly Mem Maly™ which B already
tadboen the Drviesst Wheek fronimen from reggional
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—SESSION INFO—
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