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The first album by Tom Petty And The Heartbreakers is an aural document
ol something rare=a great band foerming and flguring out what it can do
while the tape is running. When Tom Petty began making this record, The
Heartbreakers did mot exist. By the time the album was finishad, a great
rock group had been born. Twenty-five years later, they're still going.

It's & strange story, almost like a fairy tale, in 1974 singer-bassist Tom ",
Petty and guitarist Mike Campbell had a band in Gainesville, Florida, h
called Mudcrutch, They were big all over the Southeast, but they didn't
soe any way to get a record deal or make a living where they were.
So they packed up the band and the women and the gear in a caravan
of cars and buses, closed up the Mudcrutch Farm (to the relief of
lacal autharities), and headed for Los Angeles, the Promised Land.




Az any quest, they had 1o stop along B wiy=and, as in any legend, the deinils gol & kit
cantused depending on wha's teling tho sicey, Hene's sre version: by Mew Oreans the Mudcrulch
cargvan collssiod keyboard player-sngessongertes Beamont Tench. Tom and Mike sald, *Ben, you
can glay in that dorm and shedy for finsds o you can coms with us to Hollywood 1o be rock stes”
Ban pned the cicus. bn Okdahoma, thay accagied an alfar 80 break Hesir [Ny At & recoedeg
shuadio called (get this, Doeothyl Shottor Recends. The man behind the curtain thane was an Englah
wirsd namad Denny Cordell Mudcrilch gol 1 sleep, eal, and play in the recording studse balers
solting ol on the road agan—alter sigring a mcord contract with Shobar They frally pulbsd meo
Holyecxd snd went, as they had Beon fold, B the Shelter alfice theme. The wizard Dy Cordell
appedred agar, fed them again, and todd e Thy coukd be slars.

N eledn® wirk ol Sha WA, At lsast not & sk Mudcruich wak a classic eqr'f.l-"i'l:l-s nand wath 1hnds
ngordorgraTiers and no oohonend wion. Tha sosicns wae a dsasior. What had baen
wpraasnely aclsctic inthe bars of Flonda and Gocegis wias just unlocused in the reccrding sbodios
ol Holywiod, Sa Mudcnoich broke up. But Gondell siee somathing in the bass player. He offend
Term Pesty & solo doal. Petty went into the studio wath his songs and e best LA shudio musaciang
But tha sound that camao back at him was not whil Tem wasted 16 hear, He was a bard guy. His
dnpama wand coming trug all wrong-which & almast worss than dreams thal don’l come tree &l all

Wl Doty got espanbed from the Tin Man and Scamciow fer a whils, Frodo gol sphit from
Gandal and Saridir, That's part of the fnirg fale toe. Thon ane reght Tom wert o check up on his
Mudcnatch pals. Miky Campbel was helping oot on Benment's demes. They had a new thythm
sechon made up of Fenads bom Flonda, Stan Lynch and Ron Blar, Petty thoaght they scunded groat.
It wms b real Band, & Band of his oid buddies. “Listen b dald, *| got this mcord deal, why don't you
gy coim i and rocord with me® So they wend indo e studia legeiher, and when Denny Cordedl
hazard i, ho kiaw Tom was ght This was mone than Mudcruich with a fers hylhm section, morn
than Misondch playing only Polty's songs. This was & wholi ninw sgund-slinky and hard ke the
Stonirg, i sl chrescl oo The Animals, with scens Dylan anoor in the vocals and a lot of Bealles
i thir milodis &nd harmones. B was ke tese fve kids o Flanda had taben all of the ot



enpordant piecos of rock 0’ el pul b logother wathoul any inony, precousmess, of sof-
coracisusnaes; Than gol rid ol ewerything axte. Thay kegl anly the gocd pars.

*Bronkdows” wis wrillen in tha studo. I chme oul of the sound ol the fve guys plaging iogether.
“Arreerican Gil™=tha Hoambrikirs soreg 0 gl on ihe mcks, thi ors ihal medo smngbody think of
The Byrds—was a hapgy accidenl Ther & 6o beahaeateeg guitar o Bhi irack. Tra Byrds scund
materiliced when Polty and Campbell decded 10 lay 8 sscord smsinng o the brsd, Thera's the
Famoass sbory that Rageer MeGuinn hiard it on tha radia and sied, “Whan ded | et thai v 04 coursm,
you could make the case thal The Heartbreskors shamblesd onba (he soed the same way Thi Byrda
did: by combining Chlan and The Beaties. Potty abwangs said, graciously, that they ssrear ihoughi of
sounding bke The Byrds because they never imagined thay could,

The detad album appearnesd & 1978, in the waka of Borm To Ao &nd (ke Begd alruma By Palh Smalh
ardd the Ramones. The Hearlbreakers half 18 wth that compacy. Thiy Rusd e Black leather pckets,
tho swagger and fhe snar, but they did ral share thee echast fumadiower Mankattanigralfili-ga-tho-:
subraaylersoy industrial ubansy of those reconds. The Heartbreakon Fud an snceds, o shimmar=
ol just in the ringing guitans and karmonies bul also in the music tsell, The fret time yow heand them
it was like tho old Chuck Bomy lin: "Byo byo, Mrs ey, e Bocomi sifbemsa’

I can't balievo this album is 25 yoars old. | can't beliews 6o much tme has pacasd grsds | pichoed up
on the rumaor, took it home, put @ on the stemo, and &al up &l night playeng “The WWild Cine, Foner™
avier and coern It sounded o mo then e f sounds bo me now—Gcomplately rosh and, &) the sames
A, oz 1S eosled lonovern.

The bamd went on bo make lois of recoeds, some baotber than this, But | think @ Martaes bndsd and
saedd, "W wand 1o know whal rock 'n’ roll is; play us one disc” this could Be for them what it was lor
Tom Petty And The Heatbreakes—a wonderdul place o start.
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