


LETTER TO THE ROOM FULL OF MIRROR it

4330 — 63100 AM, Denver, Colorado, September 2, 1968 . . . alo

Lot's a0 now . o » It wasn't too long agoy but it feels like years ago slmce
I've felt the wars hello of the sum . . . lately things . . .7 And then AF wag
interrupted by the slow acticn spedded=dp scund that sosecises cut so deep, Tha
gound wag from those cellophane bypewrifers—exzsctly, constantly fro@ the south
gide of those carpete, And buf anjpusy Swedt Homd was on ay mind, “3ho gave so
swtirtly o « o~ And on &e walied antil after crowning Ethel the dog the Only
Quoen of Ears, the sy cracied wide open sad split ssny of Ads brothers® and
gigtors' hends all cver the world apart at approcissiely the same , . . “That's
law snd order,” said tke Bopder Guard, as his hard hesd wedghtod something ldce
wit broad=which to expladn through brain radn &8 Chat's . « « will .« & » Broy
this here countey all whet much abead?

And said Ehe owmer of ke velvod horse who heard all this . . . T Just anow
I'm going to pet Iavolved here™ and slass the ssckine in révirsdy splitting
both suns apart iz dodng sop probably. He got to Pantasy Flords ca the burry
up gide and also can you dig . o « Ob ObJ watch that stick sad Judgpe your
digtance from that blue suede kici!! (Swisskhh Knockt « » o {711 o o) Anpway o .
can you dig that sosothing case by here not oo terrible long at &ll . . .
I was hathing av oye . . . Just & thousand Feet abowd those samd ald eired
scies and . « « yOU Knowy Chat soumd there amd after that, dverywherd, lathed
&t to o physical, And ke Blurted oulb the sound Burat the gide of hig iamer
wall also passinmg byy and the [iguid rainbow melied EROS all through his
rocas and rocms of ears Chat ke was hiding froa Sthel the Sueeny, Asd hé
thusbed & 1ift from his boad and hesds stradght o angywhers to teIl his
womsny Ehe world; that it was physicsl . . « GASP. dnd (the cellophene beglng -
to erattle and craxe) kis old ladyy Terra Masa, Jumps in kis Skce and says,
*What’s physicalF!” and ke gtutters, sadles, snd retalistes with . o » woll 4 4
er; ab . . . what ig sugic =" love? PUFF FUFF.

And they prebably found out that it was Ly thiz tise, Y
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HE SHALL
GROW NOT
OLO AS
SOMEWHO
RE LEFT
GROW OLD.

Pesterity has taken care of Jimi Hendrix and it is the
real e whao lives on, and mot fust the legemd, though
Gagl kmiows ghat 12 & flaming beacen and a pounding
sound and Light shosw of many calours and
unmistakahle chythmns

Shakespeane il g fivterprotes Lord Brickloy wisne
wrang: i and again. the good jare that a cat blows
witils on bong after he's cut out and it's the bad that is
stashued with his bomes. 50 i has e with Jiml




Hiewaes much painfed, pestened, plata-
graphad, decorated and dressed. He becanie the
embadiment of anistic compulsions; his cwn and
those of contenporaries, Ho st himself free.

Pl oy porweriuld memaory and susting b of the
1967 Monterey Pop Festival when he was hatbess
amd very intense; full of fire and purpose with
mvuch at stake. This coukd be—was to be—his

kameland breakthrowgh, Far others, it willbea
rreme pelaxed seailing Yimi, daring to cheek and
curse an aadience delighted to bear it Thene is the
wisiom with the hat with the maetal dings om it, The
ey -scarved, through-a-hedge backwands,
electrified Dvlan-halred Xmi with eves almost
cliemed either in concentration or an semething
elso orbath.

Peaple wha go a Long weay back will
remaTeber a shom haired bov man ot of the
Armiy, on the road &s & siderman with Linle
Richard, Sam Cooke, King Curtis and the [sley
Brothers, There are lucky people who wene
areund Chas Chandler when be foand Jimt ag
the Café Wha? in Greenwich Village swhere he
thon lved. Growing his hair and blewing his

mind az the constraings of being a sideman had
naf allowed him

Yo have to b lacky, Ut vwou hatve 10 ba
gaod ¢oin to be *found,” picked up. pocketed
and polished. You have to be lackier seill, na
L per how goud. net 10 be milsspent or
misuged. | always felt—am 1 even more natve
than | kneaw®—that wniil the last terrible time



of comfusion and death, Jimi had a
good Fulfilling life. Absarbing far
e a5 a world figure than any
poor Boy—But ot dim poor—inm
Seattle had a reasom to expect.
Theerre veas an absolute
riphvtrsess in his timing, Mavbe
above all in his positioning in the
“pop scone,” just as thore is with |
all the mightiest af modern
music, be it Armstrong, Ellington,
Crashy, or Frank Sinatra. Or the
Bluaes myer ol the "208 10 508 6
Elwvis® and Chuchk Berry, Little
Richard, Buddy Holly or the
Baatles, the Bl il‘lg Stanes, Babk
Drylam, the Byrds and all the flash
San Franciscans. Tho thing with
Jimi—as with all af the
faregaing—was that he was
absolutaly his own man. Hi had “

S —— P i

such intelligenoe and sensitivity
that he konew what to do and J
whien and where, During the years

ms ohedient back-up guitarist e J]
know hie had mare to offer than k
mest, All stars are awane of this
ipecialfeds —usually as children
they know it—and wheon the rght
MEMEn BEekons, they JEmp.

He trusted people to help him realize his
potential, He ploked up on bBluees and seul and —
accerding to his friend Miles Davis—an
hillbilly, yet! And nowe, af somisons in his early
twantles whon black-based music in Elagl-i.lld
didn"t mind getting whiter, thrown around the
mind by hallucinogons and psychotropic drugs.
Hir sawr real patential in becoming 4 brand niw
one-and-enly Jimi Hendrix with both first
namse and last ambiguous in their spelling and
wonderfally commencial tn their aural and
wisual impact.

' Fiftden-year-old Jinkmy Hindoz e Precley
|dwe, in 957 —what & year for the King!




Bt above all this lsmapery, thiz cag could play. And that, as
Mitch BMitchell (a drumming soul mate with am imtelligent
part in the evolution of the Jimi Hendrix Experience) would
sy, was what it was all about, That iswhan it carme down 15
the fusic. Many remembered guotachans from Hmd bea
witmess to his ntende, mature desive 1o make musie, voice
and instruments—take him and his audiences to new places

{He could have dane it in a brown mehair suit bue iz
wouldn't have been quite a5 muach fun.)

Phave written elsewhere—ned too often | hope -af hawing
WHEET ome mareing in LA 1o find |-:1:.--;|:-:|'.'| lourder of the
Monterey Fop Festival, and that Paul MeCartney—both fan
and a mentor of Fmi—said that he should be booked for the
Festival. | remember an American star and friend being very
risde fo mae about Jimi whom he thought had littlefe offor




Both attitudes sormehew explained
haorwe in thie redtgeist lmi came i laxve
Amerbea at 23 and offor his genius to the
Erttish wha had &lways baan very
appreciative of the best American talent,
parthoularly those from left fAeld.

It was iy Britain in 1966—"67 thar Jimi
Hendrix became a *paop star,” irmesistible
1o women® —tha feeling was mutual -and
a ke e moeE. IF was after Montorsy that
ke got to the cutting edge and for sarme
in the late "60s he was the cutting edge.
Withour the musleal vislon hewauld'wve
Been a few rice pictunes, a boniire of two
and footnotes playing guitar with his
testh, playing it baclkwards, taking acid

and lesving a retrospective CD.

People are so cruel. His carly dexth
wonld have been a gquick mind-muddle...
“0h yveah,..| remember, Died of drugs.®
But as a guitarist he had sach respect,
freely offered them, since and right now,
that hieis a crowned jewel of & man,
which is why we're all here today,
celobrating Electric Ladyland and much
elsa, Mayhe this ks some conselation to
Al Hendrix wha lost such a good son $o
S0, 50 badhy.

F=Thae sexfest man char's walked the planet,”
Meneh Cherry has sald since. 18
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After Yimd's British success,
paliarises quewed to praise him. Over
the years the trikngtes mounted. Albert
Coflins: “He didn't play nobody else’s
sfufl.. Jimi was original.® Buddy Guny:
“Ome of those guys that was sa
explosive.,. Himl basically played the
blues bun added to it.” Eric Clapion:
“He liked Freddie and 8.8, Kimg.
Robert Johnson and Buddy Guy.
Wi liked all the same people... it
was such & thrill because it was all
secandhand for me. It was sormething
I bearnaed fromn vecards. This guy had
been aomang thent and was one of them,

After Woodstock, Neil Young said
that Hmi was “absolutely the best
guitar plaver that ever lived; there
was Ao ane evien in the same
building as that guy.” Miles Davis
said: “He had a natural ear for
hearlng mutic...it was great. He
influenced me and | influenced
him and that's the way great
music 15 always made.
Everybody's showing somebody
#lse something and then moving
on from there...Jimi Mendrix
came Trom the blues, like me
We understood each cther righe
away... howas b great blues guitarist.”




Inthe illuminating new
film on the making of the
groundbreaking Efectric
Ladyland, Steve Winwood,
an artist much admired by
Hendrix, makes the key
point abaut Jimi the
maltivator—ihat
he could estahlish
a mood of
camaraderie, in his
qulat nlce way, by
Jamming, by playing
the simplest way to do i1,
Jimi Hendelx was a
great bringer-tagether of
peeple. He made a fine
happy unit of the
Experience with rharming
adroit and funny Koel
Redding—inspired
casting—and brave, reliable
Mitch Mitchell. Gered
Mankowitz, who toeok
splendid pletures of him,
says today, “He was
charming, unasseming and
funny, and often laughing,
his face lighting wp: a happy
porsen, pleasant and




accommiodating. Many will testify oo ks Hiking love of
people. He really dug hangers-om, (“his hangers on" says
& friend i the filem)

Rook masic (as it was becoming, the best was “pop™ no
longer) was surpassingly segregated then sometimes by
tax custom, sometimies because of cutright prejudice, and
Firnid's eclecticiom did a 1ot to change that mwode, When he
Wil back a hero to the US., there wene unprecedented
white audiences. He wouldd make Mew York his base
until his death i 1o70.

L spent an evening with him chere, n a elub, not many >
people. | wish | could rewseriber more. Only the vibes
remain, man, analy the vibes. hY

Fug what vibes! And what a mas,

2 — Dewek Taylor
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HELP FROM OUR i
FRIENDS AND i
PASSENGERS FE

INCLUDE:

on Rainy Day and S2dl Baiming .

ORGAN - MikeFinnigar, k. . —
paniAbLAARERARARLIARRRAR 4 = _'*1
HORM - Freddie Seakih e T "r‘.l-
-

a-___.-.-‘ﬁ.-aj?:_ g
COMGAS — Larry Fascettn e
DRUMS - Buddy Miles g

FREODUCED AND DIREECTED BY JIMI HENDRIX

B] -reamninorA wTI T EE B0 Bmargped] by kel Hemdrin, srks e rodepl o of [k M Sroree ey R Bmidiag
AS Algrg e To bawwar, Ty Bt [nylan Lemaraped b5 GiE

ad i alirin ), wiad Coor & [ Mo 1Sl P i

), ey [l e
Al pompenttiom. pubdnhed Ty Caprranns Hendria, L
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i of e M reegr,

Jofink Mndr, sdre By Chappsel] & Do CASCAF 5 AR dlowey M bi'as b, Travar? Bk | ARCAF sond

Cormy Onf L T G’ M Bodlll, ENE Ulrsrt Cislieg lne TBSAT} ' Barcaded wt Tha Faoced Flam

Hw T

Erginnrey Gy Krtlporm wad Edd Kipmar

Epmmirerd Ty LEds Eramar b Gesrps Muring - fering Searad, X 0

on g8
FLUTE — Chris Waood

Brmuatering Puperrison by Juvis Herdria b b Mo o Daperienes Maradrin LLL
Fehiwue Deuigre Phil Tenal - SMAT Duuagrs
Ly Thorak Toywko
Haradi Wirnirge: Jafl Leve
o6 Voodos Chile
QRGARN = Stevie Winwood
ENSS - Jack Casady
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