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THE JIMI HENDRIX EXPERIENCE

JiMI HENMDRIX

Guitar and Vocal

Born Sectile, Washington
Movember 27, 1942, Left schoal
eclr|:,.r and joined the sy
Airborne, Ln.-r was invalided out
with o broken ankle and an injured
back. Started hitching around the
Southern States, guitar pickin’.
One night one nrg’rha Isley Brothers
heard him playing and offered him
a ploce in their band. “Yeah, I'll
gig. May as well, man, sleeping
outside een them tall tenemants
was hell. Rats running all ccross
your chest, cockroaches stealin’
your lost candy bar From your very

kets.*
Eﬁrhe soon tuned in his silk stoge
suit and malching potent baots and
headed ance more for Nashville.
A tour carne through tewn headed
by B.B. King, Sam Cocke, Solarman
Burke, Chuck Jockson, and Jockie
Wilsan.

Jimi managed 1o join the show and
toured all over the States, bocki
these great artistes, learming mu:ﬂ
of his artistry an the way. One day
he missed the tour bus and feund
himself stranded in Kansas City,
penniless. He scraped together
enough maney lo make it to
Alonta, Georgio, where he joined
the Litle Richard package tour,
again touring oll over, hnally

ving with lke and Tina Turner on
the West Coast. When the tour
arrived in Mew York Jimi laft Linle
Richard and became ane of Joey
Dea’s Starliters, at a time when this
band was big news internationally,
In August 1944 limi went sclo with
a baciing band, playing in
Greenwich Village for rEa. icay
sum of fiftean djhrs a nigllz"lll.

-

Ex-Animal Chas Chandler ond Mike

Jeffery, the Animal's Manager
persvaded him fo come to England,
and he arrived in September, since

ecibed
wit the

which time he has clrea
many audiences up and
couniry.

“I came to England, picked out the
twa best musicians, the best
equipment, and all we are trying to
de now is create, create, create,
music, aur own personol sound, our
awn personal being...”

MITCH MITCHELL, Drummer
Mitch is a product of Acts
Educalional and The Corena Stage
School. He First joined the Caronets,
Chris Sandfards’ backing group.
“Mot Too Litle, Mat Too Much”
became a hit but the group
disbanded due to Chris's many
acfing commitments, Mitch then had
a year's spell with Georgie Fame's
Blue Flames, which lasted until
Octaber 1956, A chance meefing
with Chas Chandler in Movember
last year resulted in Mitch joining
The Experience.

Young and refreshing in ideas
bt ‘|rl,.l|:|.' o wall seqasone
professional drummer Mitch
plays a key role in the sound of
this exciting frio.

MOEL REDDING

Bass Guitar and Vecal

Moel has been playing guitar
with various groups since he left
school five years ago. Noel
tormed “The Loving Kind” in
October 1945

Unhappy ot the group’s lack of
recording success, and being not
a littlle bit ambitious, Moel went
his own way and attended an
auditien Jimi was holding in
October 1944, He was
persuaded to change frem guitar
to bass guitar, which he
managed te de very successhully,
making a strong contribution to
the driving rhythm behind Jimi‘s
extraordinary lead guitar. ﬁ



A8 Ethe greatest, moel
imfluentlal debul album avear
relapsad, Arp You Expenignicad? is

sai ol the muscal equivalent of e
Big Bang that scienlists beliaved
originated the universe. In Bolh cases.
mary genarations later, the world i still
iryireg b0 Bbsoeh, copanize and MEkS GO
ol winal Bhat irbading ewent spenessd Tanh,
Mo oiher rock artist bas, from the cutsat,
violated 8o many rules while complabely 1ulfillng
56 many sxpeciations. The proal i thal hidy years
afer it firel bt our hamtables, Are You Expenanced’
shill sounds nol only fresh but starting. That this s tnue
of Jimi Hendrix as & guitarist ovaryone knows, and i
would b silly o think thal the case nadded [0 be made
@gain, but just io summanize; Forewes afled the Bsuance of the
firgl Hiendrix albaim, s alactric guitar was a diterent insirument,
with diflerent sonic possibiities, tonal charactenstics, even physical
propertes (jus T sEamaE, Jimi immpdiaiety s il claar you coukl
ey g than juest The atnings and tretbcard).
Ara Yodi E‘Jl'-'i'n'ﬂ'l"l"-'m'? WS imporian a5 an album, howayer, [aF MOPE MaEons
than just Jieni Hendrix's guitar playing. Like amy tndy great work, il suboeeded on
soveral lavels, most notably, by haslusing greal compositions, played by a greal bard, and
by wsing the pact a8 & palettn from which b creats its sepming fusura, Tha aRbURTS MoDds ey
multiple: brooding, joyous, humorous, serous. ks musical medos include Rat-out reckeniroll,
pure blues, psychadelc axiravaganzas, and within iis own rules, slements of jazz and
mocemis! music beo, B s a mannd of recending, with layers ol sound peverihebs rasciving
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paint’s the samel. Funharmare, the band
gugiained the frénzy through the anting
album, even on the siower paced numbars
lixe “Hay Jo,” May This Ba Love™ and “The
Wil Grigs Marg” That's one reascn why i's
fundamanially impariant that E0de Framar
and John McDarmatl have restorad tha
oiginal nunning oedisds. You Rave i skar with
tha Big Bang 10 gét wheng Jimi wanbed 10
iake you, on & circut of his anting parsonal
universe, an ecpenience mal woukd not jusi
anieriain you ar snlighten you b changs
vour lde at #s wery Sofe. A PROMISE S0 be]
that only a crazed mack 'r° rodlar would make
il, ot alone iry o deiver on il—which ha not
ooy iried 16 do Bul did. For me, al reomsnt
wihan Jimi cries, Labsy hings Gon't seam e
samn” puls the wihole event of the allbum emo
doefinifrve pémEdeslive, BECAUESS thay riwer
wiouibd again,

The athar imsmmediaglaly noticeable 1hing
aboul Arg Yow Expanancsd? 15 thad Handix
¢ surmounded by such remendous support.
WMitch Mitchall is tha only drsmmear of tha
paychedelic peicd whosa playing comparas
in powesr @nd magination o Koeith Moon's, &0
much && thal ha is the only force an the
recond 1Ral in any way chnllenges Jimi's
daminance—Ihough that's a bost cause ales
the first acko in “Purple Hazo,” Milchedl nevar
slacks oMl @nd i Tact, one way b hear Wars
Depression” is B8 @ psychic-rmusical war
Babwaen Jimi ared Mach

Moal Fodding's role @& 83 the keaper ol
the beat, the basic bedrock tima that the
band reburns to pericdically throughout (ks
axcursions, In this way, the Expanignce
functiongd mone as & JAzz i, akhgugh the
comgarisons 1o the Who and Cream ang
obvious, Redding's bass occasionally
junctions as a socond melsdic inglnamant,
I, bt A5 most impotant ke ks o keep thn
aritin Exparancos balBarad within plansinny
orbit==othoraise, it might Slip pas cur aity
to comprehend it &t all

The roles of Eddie Kramar and Chas
Chandior as anginess And pEo@IceT wirg vt
but too camplex fo summarize tairly [y
Hramer and MeDarmoi's book, Hendrx:
Sotting The Record Straght o Chastes Shaar
Muray's Crossiown Trafic), Novertholess, i
il b gsied i some of The concoptual Deas
didarty emarated Inom Chas, and Sal withou
Edde's knovwiedoe, ampathy and imagnabian
bashind ke Boasd, the Handric sound would
have baen lostl allogeihar—not jus! any
argrssa would have egraed bo fry 1o taps s
kind ol exirgvaganza, ot alone pul it off

¥l in the end, it &l comes back 1o Jimi
Hig wigion, hig muske, hes guikar-plagping and
finally, for ma, s greainess of coporience
axpressnd in erms of profound love and a
deapar ganss of tragady than ha's uSuslly
granted. Whan ha gighs, “Oh, thang a0 no
ifa nowheane,” he is declaing what he & 581
aqaingli—what he maans to sel slraighl.







When he roguests. "I you can juslt et your mind jogathey
hen coma on Across o me.” he olfers love of the most
prifound kind, a foem ol brolherbood that daries nathing,
inchuding tre cammal
Im his giscovery ol Gourape amidst a fisid ol despar,
4 Iin his invocation of celebratory rock T roll in the Race o
Tl Fuman iragecky, i Fes balial that lave could tangtonm
uz but anly I we oGk The great sk of “coming acnoss”™ o
o angthar, Jimi Hendvin placed himsa® not oniy ameng
the graal rock 'n' rolier, and (he groat blussmen=you
can practcally hear Roben Jobnson's moaned “dnd the
1 days keap ‘mingin' me, there's A hellhound an my trair
byt among ihe graal Alncan-Amencan adicts; tha grat
American arlists; the graal amists. in 1987, James
Baldwin wrobe, in sarences ihat sand as nothing much
ess than prophetic of this musie, “He ard his boys up
there ween eapereg (| new, af tha mak ol ruin, destruction
madness, ard death, in ordar 50 Tind neea Wiy 59 maks
us fsten. For, while the take of how we sulMar, and how e ane
delighted, and how wa may tiumph it is rever new, it filwiays
must beé heard. Thene isn ary other iale fo tell, its the ondy
RN Wl o0 iRl thes. danoress.” “Somnny's Blueg™)

JIEE HnEx browght bght o owr darkness, 30 much S0 that
it hall-blndiad we 1o tho tull dimensons of hig acsemplichments
Sl we hana lime to undarstand & now, for e potency of bis
Hame i swch that @ instanthy ignited a sonic resclution, Bhat it
aRaned on 1hé spot o depchon of g ghylstc revoliution already
in progress. Indeed, it is so powariul that it bums a5 Brightty
and powearluly shes throe decades a5 it did the day e match
Was FinuCe. [hang may bo music graater than tha music Fars,
bt e will R 80 joumiry whees Jimil want urdsmaly Baloes us
b M il

Cave Marsh
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