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it's one of those
legendary

rock & roll
stories . ..

[t'% enve o ehase ||_-_|.=|_-|H|:r!,' mck & mall
stedaen., the kil o hops m biue bug
g act ||.|J|:|' b b dieaim ol &n

overedaloi |:.|_|||||| xil,

et the inceedible sbory of kow Chiris-
tana Amphlces and Mark McEncee
figme et and formed Divimyls i |,||_|il:|_'
(118

The seene: Australia’s prestighous
wypdney Opera House, The dage:
semtarme gn DO,

“I hasd beeen simging im this enghe-picoe
choir o develop my vaice,” Amphlerr
recalled. “Ohee might, we had & relig-
ot comoent at the Opera House. The
sudience was full of prieses and nuns,
and Mark was cheee. During che oo
CErt my sl fell over and Y i Croe
phane coed got wrapped mn et and 1
etleel up dragging the seool from one
el off the SRR B0 Ehs ofher,”

MeEntee was mesmaerized as Annphilen
— while singimg lilr a woman
possciied — carried on as if noching
had kappened. “From thar moment,”
he sail, *1 kaew someshing had o be
dione; ehar wee dhould form a o X

It was an suspicicus beginning.
Liwinyls became a powerhal, challeng-
ing unit thar was brash yer often
tender. ('Whas other powerhouse pock
bund could call their publishing com-
pany Adtate Lullaby Kings") And
elsy PR ane al b most dhstimec-
eeve bands b cnenee 10 the 1980k,

Drivimyls were First incroduced o
wenrld andsences s pare of the Ausnn-
lian Aszaale char spawned Men Ax
Wark, Midnighs Oil, INXS, and
Mew Sralend's Split Enz. Bur tha's
gk & Chie & thoy ve come o
|:|.-|r|_|.; placed 15 any ksl of farmiliar
carsgary. In many ways, they ane dhe
1|-\.||nln'fr|-|ll.|J pack duElie: Ehead adanps
arwd prdsinidaie |:nr|!'||r||:..||||.ﬂ_ l'np-pﬂl
im che u|'||'|||'|.;rIIJ|:|r [aasic] diul bz
em sexumalicy of Chosvinag Amphleee

She ancd MeEntee had brgum writing
gt het alernmt ullnln.luu.'l].'.ll"p:r the

afafa e aniculene

“0 just mdled up ar Chrissie's place
with guatars and some amplifiers and
wi yust stasted writing,” McEnee has
i, "W s, "Thas is pretey good

murl:rp:n:-



ring Amphleer on vecals and
mtee on bead guitar were key-

boardise rhyvhm gaicsrist Bjasee
ini, bassise Richard Gresaman and
mier Richard Harvey. They
| the sheazy bars around Kings

Sypdney's “sin capiesl.® It was
imyls’ paysyour-dues persod.
ralian film direcior Ken

caight the groap in one of
bars, He happened o be casting
a filrm versson of Helen Gamer's

ric bouske, “Mlonkey ﬂq-ip._' Eha
of & volstile relagsanshap minned
herean addiction. The raule was
-soing sandirack EF thasugh

A Incernariosal, featuring two

2 homeland hirs, “Boys In Town™
and "Oinly Lonely,” m well s a
sapporing rele in the film for
Christina Amphiden.

surpdise of many, she was

inated for Best Supposting
et ar the Auseralian Filem

it was Divieyls’ brilliancly ener-
it amc] wnpredicrable live show
wan over chub audiences. When
hal a falling owt wicth WEA,

they were pursued by no less chan
fosar imternaciomal record companics.
Chrysalis won the bidding war.

In laze 1982 the geoup was Mown oo
Blew Yoek 1o recend cheie debue
albiam with peodiscer {and fellos
Ausane) Mark Opice. The LP, semply
tithed Desperate, raged wuth feclings
of hopeleanes. Asded by a hallzy
Bob Clearmounesn max, i cxploded
with new versioss of “Boys In Town™
and “Owmly Lenely,” plios & pure pop
wover of the Eavpbears” “1'1 Makee Yiou
Happy.”

The crieics ranved. Railfrmg Srome calbed
Diesporate "1983 % ansidoce 1
prchiepop bugsut.” Their live per-
feeenances pecenved gimilar prasie, In
face, Divanyls’ fere ahow in suppost of
the albiaim was &t the LIS Festival an
froet of o lexs chan 300,000 people.
A fesar-weck spring tour wis extend-
#d ehavaagh the end of summce.

But the pablic didn’t know what o
make of Divingls. The group coaldn'e
gpuaige be labelled new wave (despiie
Amphilcts sporting a dead meuse on
heer blouse and fishnes stockings ithas
booked like they had ben waibed ina

Cuisanar), They were oo accessible
oo b called heawy menal, oo raw o
b e o

The groug etarned eo Australa,
Recordeng began on Desperate’s
fallwnap, with Magk Opies again
preclucimg, They cum thees songs,
including “Don'e You Go Walking™
sl "Slecping Beauey®. Wet Amphile
anul McBmoe weee disenchanied,
They rerurned 1o the read, replacing
drammeer Richard Harvey with ] ]
Hiaress, sl wde meore somgs.

A year lacer they tried recording
again, this rime wich prodecer Gary
Langan, a Trever Hom protege and
membber of Art of Moise. He bnoughi
a sophisticaced, high-tech edge i
Diwimyls” soaand, bat a full album
failed co gel. Omoe meare, recoeding
oy,

Evenrumally, Amphilett and MeEntee
journsyed 1o Lea Angelo, where ehy
convinced acclaimed pop producer
Mike Chapreaan vo eegurn with chem
o Muasrralis and Bnssh ebeir secand
album, now dubbed Whag A Life!

their bew: “Plesure & Pain™
Chapraan co-weote with Hodl
Enighe) asul ~Slecping
it was a hedge podge cffort,
album failed eo ignioe and
dissppoaneed, disbanded, A
and McBaee relecated to Lo
EC CONCENEFEIE B SOngwTli

It paid off, Divinyls recumed
1988 with Temperamental, produc-
o by Chapman and mixed by Bob
Clearmomntain. More fooused
b ke -ts-buaascs, the album re- h
lished] ehe group in hard mocking

fashicn, And it further develo
Dhvingh' growing awdience odtid,
Auseeslia,
Amphlerr and McEnree rega
Mew York thar sammer with
band, performing for delegas
Mew Music Semninar ar & 20

Kice e, Forayone o s I

there, or saw the band thar sarmmer

the sight of Amphlert jumpé

aroured the szage, failing her armes

likoe soame sex Kirven gone beserk,

remains forever ecched i the m




As che T9H |='l.']-!lll . Lhvanyls wend
EhisaphEEahce times. The groap befi
lf'.hr,.-l...l.-. &inl e podai ly mowed g0
the red Hﬂi-:hl.lru_'. 1 Pac, France
M ertuencsd wach a pew record
dail, & sleeker sound and the LS. hi
1In.|h.‘ et somchow eluded them in
thisse nd!,l ¥ears

It oras l:h.-:r-:nng inal W r|.||;r- the

'PI'DI:':I'I.'I |'."Il thow 1ngE, lunaric
p-mnhlpu'.ha-: Eot thems chers, and

thats wyrapped up in Essential
Divinyls. Amphlen recently
described her ||f'|||._|||r-\.||||1|:h.|IJI||-r|
with McEries.

“We're VEIY carcful and particulas
sbout whae we do.” b said, Al
thﬂuﬁh |:nn|j:|r think we et Imes
cofiErad ot ety ethed dndd woehe ag
e Prufpoes, al & L anse wr barih
cheink 2" B RGETAnE b0 get things
right.... oo express ourselves,”

These |‘lr|.l:|l|.||:|],g-. ane it expres-

san o all aboagt

Hiuse Pilacn
L |:-n|r||'\-'.|||nj,: Edicor
MIX maparzrme

. - the product of
a thriving, lunatic
partnership . ..



