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uring the lale "Tls and eardy
e, paosd rock fins wiene wpliil inbo Ewa
camnpe, wilh handly any eomnson groand.
Eiilwr wous listened 1o "punk™ bands like
'n'u"l'|-L"JI.'|3l|kil'-;{ Ebeacds, sl The Cars, ar
you were o “sainstream” bands Bk
Aeramith, Queen, and The Cams.

"W warre woilkding & lne Bine, amd i
contribmed a greal deal 1o the siecess aof
the band,” motes lead gaitarist Elliog
Esstafi. “The Cars would bune that ane
record i@ a8 pank rockers collection thai
wis st & licthe right of center, And it might
ke that one mecanl for mainsiseam fans
wihaa theought they were baring really pean by
We mnanaged 1o span thiss two asdicnces,
It's mot soanelbing you can caleikibe, Jussd
that we had the songs Amd we Feally husd
Ereal sorgs.”

Hemton's nvasée soene has nlways
b siithing of o free-forall — weperial
Iy in thee Bk “T08, wibem m didTeron viacl-bdgg
Uving! bxaned sevmsed to hit the Bat, Canbons,

and the other kel chabs ey Wik
At bands sprang g Mrnd Uhe losonld eolleges,
rock 0’ rollers from the sulirks, and pank
groups from the back allesys The Cams
pulled froam all thiee cincies without peally
fiiming in amywihene; though the punk usd-
eiwe emnbmced thom e, by himl besiter
chops asel more visual siyle than most
i o il circuit. B The Cars” ke al
e banids likoe Kraftwork amd the Vb
Undengrosamd was evident, so was their
knnck (o & betwern-theaves o heosiks.

OF course, a smart, ldiosymeratic
bl needs material 1o match; snd song-
writer Ric Chenscl supplicd that by the
trunk losd. Informeed by Beal poetry sl
steeped in fock n" roll imdBion, Ocasck's
BOIES Wl 48 literase as ibey wine sooes.
sibhe. And for all his ]l:q,ln.||;||l.||'“|_q|w|
keamings, Ocasek mever failed 1o address
thir ikings that really mattered — girls, fasi
cars, and mightlife; girds, feckless
rgmanee, and gEds. The women in ks

Fike Lant: {ft U sipht) Sy Haswdies, Brnjamin ot Rie Ooasel, Ffist Faston, Dasid Rabisn 0

Pl [ Camngy



BOHEEH were Invriabdy sly, mysterions, aml
just barely @tainable; insplreg him oo
sneak &y doiibde-enbendres lke "H doism
e Wi you've been, as long as il
wins dhiep I hit séngles

The Cars’ real SchiEemend was bo
comnpeect ke cynbenl el of new wEave wilk
& timwehess AM-radio spir

Thiry paal am

spin o rock ‘n' omolls  mood-nine
Tt g, oo B ups, bet 1hee

gt JHidn't

AT
abchphmses

sl Hmes all
mingd il you clagped  along
e T

thtir  mioet

albsiimg  racks =howed some

Eiem

Do ol T B cvrsecioasmeess:;
and  CroEs-FefencEs  were
merywhere: The st 1w i
*  “dust What |
Merdled] ™ ansd My Desi Friesds

Galrl,” Bawwawesd their Fespechye  @uikar

Fhiw  al

miros (roen e Ohioc Express' *Yusmy
Yumeny Yumeny™ aedl b Bebels’ "Wikd
Weekoenel.™ Amdd ik Baswl’s wlylistic mix

pEved @ hand one to cogry: While he e
il s s end of Ehis Cossiello e3ones and
[hevere wasmin-buss, noksody ever grulled o &
onvincing Csrs Enitation thowgh that
litn't keep scnils of misor new wive bands

Trogm Arying

Thar Emlivichual Camrs hadl slresdy Been
arcurd] the Black a few dmes belore ibe
banid v Toeenally bunched on New Year's
Eve, 1877

minper e en Ooy reoude (i reconding

Seper'guitaris Ovpeeek and

il s part of Mhlkwissd & ||||1;|r|l rih
ol wcl kol relesscd one albins in
HITL Hefone moving b Boston, O was a
beemaged rock 't fallr i Chveland, where
his b Thes Girnsshopiaers was the hoase
band om a lockl Amerirar
B moalstamnd siyle TV show

Alsn appenriag  on
Millewcsouls allumm wns session
e Gireg Hawkos, playing sax
o o Ernck, Thatl album was
deleted well befone The Cans

fermmasd, st colleciaors woikl

1arm U CopHes aver Thic yiesrs,
much 0 Oeascks chagrine The band
riscals o Lnrs ghg on the Heamtboad Oy
teair whirrie & puakr of dic-han®s i frosd had
& sign that said "Ml kwodsd |5 Gisd” causivg
Uensck 1o crack a smile for a beiel
nstance, before taming his rhyihen gaiiar
meHulor rght in ibsrdr disection and k-
1 ol g B b

Thi naumses of Orsscks A Jhoest

Melkverss] Dol was sugyplied By ane of his




wvolicle for his sores,” Esston sags. “We

y rochk ntomoll « the Yebeed Umnlergisisil orosssl

hainaed 1 Ricl |, “Thin youse with Steely Dam, you'll have some bea of
pobin call it Richard & The Babbats.” So what we soundex] like. The capper was
o, anid Ehat hand it ihe clubs with O probaibly when Wi played Maxs B
anel Havelors In o Criy. for |Kiss menager| Bl Ascoin and

That wit the fims G [ over mel e cdher imdusiey types. What Chey tobd
i ] G ™ pecalls Fasbin, then & s WS, CCHE ELS Panee sopine gl sidgs
Berklee-iraanidd neelasee gustanis. 7 saw s mome goos] aying Bul one guy
| n play @1l & reconbrebease party o Ik like s abpmilid Bar b0 chie Wehoets Ml

Faoghat, sl | sermeml nnigher ane kool Eke he's in the Grateful

Diean], amd B Goesnt make o bol ol visual

L | w4 B 1 1
a euml oy LTy W came home with oisr 1akls

el Around this time Ric &l Ben wers Fsepween our legs, and all of us did sooe
alse plaxing a3 an acoustic dono; they dic e thinking and n : : s Thie peeswr bl
Rie’s songs along wtih dbings like Buddy Thee paexd fewe psanths brooghs some - [IELY lent disell bo = frElive o

Hally™s ‘Evieins whalbilang. Censek thnewe ol o his dnems and pank tudget staging: For a shos i QUR Ak

i

sPartiul o forwn wiath this lictde miost ol thee Cap'n Swing mal ] rols, Robieson brought some | thes Pamdise b L i Berkilrog Inom: &

peashoater of an amplifier and siting in wrisbe @& pew, punchicr stack of TS wrrpa lEo ik handl “Dkivid w

with then drvwing evergy from the punk o spmlle, “Hihe o i . up all might with buck-
dusdon wis peerilted for the pexd v dbeen browing Hawhies o + hack | . " . i of adbhesive ardd paing rolbers, 18 sok up
et oo Hawkes whio wis Ehit frid & stint with Null and repred i 5 1 i 2 thee wisle back of a stage, andd all it eost

oaaring wilk Yaztin Mol a M cone groagpe. Aol e missing plece was sup ¢

vt called Cap s Swing. A1 leist o Cars liesd by ddyomiees Dl Bobdanson, alre Iy F whiie Wi i i L o | b Niesl g o

s, “Hye Pae Lo wars i 1Fecir BaneT I pume arciand fowmmn alfer Pwo slEnls § ¥ i . L F b1z o B MSture af

sl st i souml wiset quile there yed with Thi Mo Lovers — 1had s his back plen supplicd T clubes. Bl thidr indikad el e

It was amoiher aldemgl o8 K T Tsirsat e ibwe Oirst albam, widely recognaded their 1 ar a1 sl oo sfsaebom . thnd Rusppened &

s ibere Desd thimg b come gl off che ey i ikl ater ke Tl gig. Mine




gyl in o dlay, irddudlingg thee fiitiiee hig sin-
Pl “Just What | Nesded  nnid "My Best
Friend's Girl,” plus & pair of tanes, “Ta Ta
Waye Wayo™ and “Leave Or Silay” that
wouldn't get commencially reconded for
another b years, (Andether e R
thit sessio, " Yo ne Al v (ool Toedghi,
can be heard on ke Rhino CD [LLE:
Mopsx, A The Bozlon Sceme [[P7S-
TR s a consmod |Beary
that proddsicer Hoy Thomas
Haker retooled The Cors
minlerinl when ihess songs
were recut for the (st albusn,
bul the demos prove ollbr-
wim: Ewel whthowt Hakors
proelsctionm  Dlivareshees o
mainly in the firdshed albam'’s
omate backing vocals), the
arrangemenls wirne abready Neshid ol
Sinking thiir first npysramnce here
are iwo songs from the 1977 demo sessdon
that were mever officially relased, o even
booibegged, durng the bands lifetEme
“Talke Ma Mow™ ks the lirsi n & sirieg of
ey, hypeenise Cars hallnds, whidle =Cool
Fionl™ catches them in full-throttle mock "o’
roll e WS thae ondy Cars song o spon

an Dol FEastan wriling enedil; Eastois

writing wonlidmt be beemrd spabn umill his
one solo album in 1984, “It would hooe
been harder 1o do within the Eroap,” he
wmye, “Rics wriling was a0 siylized and
lisymeratic thal every tmw [ tried o
Wit For The Cars, I'd b teyingg do wribe &
R Oensek song.”

Those diemes found thelr way 0
imiMen i homsdown [ Magasne Saran,
wke pril “Just What | Meeched”
ared "My Best Friends Gird®
into homvy rolation a1 WHBCN
Ll biusapa ahismroon. by varnsdads-
lisbeid handds wins dvesd harder
i gt om i Fndio in 1577 than
j they are now; aml when Cars
sonps startid appearing an
rali  lipshils XL [0

Avroamith and Elton  Jodmn,
wiih ibee word Sinpe"™ lisied where the lnbel
numee should be, it send op & Aag for ARR
reges Ro make a beelinge fowand Boston

Elekira and Arisia both mais seri-
g plays For the bamd, with Ansta head
Clive Davis taking the band fo dinner
bafore g shaw 3 the Paradise, Bl Elekira
wod oul, i\ part Decaise Arsta alneady
haud & new wWave presence with [Egy Pop,
Fmitl Sonith, snd Lou Resd, snd Elekira

s



affered a shot i iheir own sylEstic niche
{“Heewe 1By had the Eaghi= aml Jacksom
Browme, amil along comes this oraxy
Boston bard who wanded a black-and:
white phobo collage an their COAT,” SNy
Hobirson), Omee signed, the bamd was
pecording its debut alln (with the phidbas
collnge comprodmised b e inslde cover)
whllhim & yoar of fa Orst g

The Cars
waes a1 Tairky acci-
mile PepEERe-
oo o theie T
e, sl 1 et
trsheneEks were
all in Hmec
wwilly Faedioan's nock:-
sl i hommee-
img ol Faowkes'
exotie  koyhoard
sonmeds, arsl with Osr usunlly singgdng the
meore ol s while Ovasek han-
i) (b e neurotie omes. Balancisg the
many upbeat irecks was e oy
“Mowiig In Steren,” thi cloanes] ecampe
af Ry Music’s inflwerroe. Arwl the baned's
kwe of iechnology was always ovidenk
nistr Rohirson’s use of Symlnems om the
kickoff 10 “Good Times Roll® “We'd

always gel the latest staff from mosse
stores arel il sonee e Tor i een @70
vl b oot i iwo months,” b aas,
*It reachusd the podnt where I'd hayve 10 or
12 [ switehees i hid during a shan sel.”

Aksi poiahle wis Oomek’s sense of
iy Wi "ol Thmies Hall™ peally & good
pimse amtheen, or somelking a little mone
singster? How ofbten does a love et get
It with n zingoer
Eke "You think
yoii e s il
ous, you call
v [ b
Anad was “You're
Al T Giod
Tonight™  siip-
pErmed 0 b
g of love or
a sublle  put-
dormn? ~Theeme wass difinieedy o lidhe self-cone
selons frony e ihere,” says Howles, who
wwually cowmnle one song per albame “We
sinrtidl owl wanting o be electric and
straighl-ahiesd rock, amd it lumed indo as
artier Kind of iking.”

Thi three opening tracks — (el
Thies Roll™ "My Best Friemls Girl,” aesd
“Jeeet Wil | Meedhs]™ — all eharted {in

Phofice BL. g

reverse opderd as minghes; and vinusdly
every lrack gol subsiantiad Fil smiloy: “We
v (b 1o make Bils, over,” Robirson
insists, “Wo jisl knew we hail something
dilferemt that soussded gomd. 1 probalbly
(Bl thiat none of thems were hits af the
timie,” Still, cptimism within the bare] was
genernlly nonndng high. “We wsed bo joke
thunt dber first albupn should e called The
Coers' Greotesl [lite” sgn Esston "We
knew thart @ lod of @reat bands fall through
the cracks. Bl we wirne geiling erough
Felback from peopl we fespecied o
Enoow bl e were on e righd track.”

Iis B, thee albaam wnsn® a hie rght
il off thir b “Just Whai [ Meeded” start-
il il getting alplay im0 the Northedast,
spreading gmdually to Los Angelis and
ryerndl. =Thd first wear wiss oo of Chise
absalute expericnoes,” Easton says, “Every
iy we'd be going somwplace we'd nener
been before. As a young misician, geacing
povepbed a0 a e Wik ety beady Tecl-
ivee. 1 thind dnee thingg s wend throagh wis
coanmn b i Kl of peopli= Tod work your
sl il 10 @cbdied saomecthieg, then yom
achérve it s fnd out that vou sl have
il ilsiyem sl il dlys. So yosn start ikink-
ing. ‘Is ihat ol there 57 Afer @ whille you

EH Proly: BT Kigien




calm down ang] ped baerk to work™

In alidnit biet Censek s producthity,
* etk ol thislr serond alboem, Larsdp
(2, was wrilten after the debut allwam hie
Mew songs were coming so quickly thay
e, e Ahee st albsam's beluoseers ol dis-
cardidd — IRclialing “Take What You

Want,” whicly lass may Femssmber as o

FIFAOT FASTON

The new songs on Condy-CF o s
s of thee sl albusns e bleas, with
anodher doubleedeed amibeem in "Let's
Go~ ardl “Dangerons Type™ sianding o
s Lhar bepsl of Ohssek s ol gt ic-wormian
songea "It All 1 Cam [Bo®™ was an affodd
irz. simight-nhemd piece of romantie pop,
give or tabke a Hne likoe “When | was craxy, |

*Chish P Doa™ — & mod 1o the New York
synth dui Sulclde, who opened a lew eurs
(mri]l probably messed ap o few heads)
whien they opseresd a Cars iour

Camaly-0) was the A of three Cars
albuing 1-abiic,
with "That's It gracied ibe- hack of "Let s
G, (It minkes Ws CLF debat bere along

albiams 1o prodhice & o

R TR

sion soands like a bost simgle wik its
walchy bass hosok e may D e DSt ove
oy 1o ask (e misical qeestion, “Uan |
1alk yeous ol of sayisg horo tonkghl?

Th oxprrbmients ren sironger in the
ibird mlbwam, Poncrasea, which brought
thdr miore progressive side mto play — for
stariers, “Tou Woear Those Eyes™ quobed

3
s
-]
=
&
T
o

Tl encore from the st tour; bul that
woig newer even maste it Bo the stodo, Oswe
tume Ghat survivid was “Nightspotis,”
which became a hand-milged mockesr on
Cirapedig-LF, Iy conteast, the Mest-alhem outs
ke verskon has a sinkster, strpped-down
fi= chat amtlcipmics the mone cCXpEErnen
o] directios of lnber Laars music.

Bsoaighil yoii waere geeal.” The sl hed iis
gy Foak hivoese in "ol A Lot Om My
Head ™ (comnplete wilb ghonouasly Eecky
Farfiss ongan) and its slowe-bum ballsd in
“Diouble Life,” while the (Bl track was
the closesll Thi U&8H &VEF Caie 1O piife
psnk Foek, T LIeT DW0 SOHESR Wire orig-
imally bridesd by the brief, electromni

with “Deom't Go To Fieces™ and
“Breakaway,” the respeclive Nips of
D't Tell Me MNa® amd “Why Can't 1
Haviep Yo~ Also clatbsg Croms ik oo i
O perbodl Is “Hlipaway, o Cars oubinkoes
that was bdcr gnoen b Cx-Sores Singer
Inn Lhowed, whose version bl Crroannd
Dhensek on backing socals, The Cam’ vier-

phee Vel Dniberpnoiesds "W Be Your
Mirror,” amd ihe ngthy “PRooramn
marked their best use of Suckle tenden
ches. RBockers like *Getting Throwgh® and
“Gimme Some Slack”™ had a heavier
wouarnl tham bifore, whille love songs. like
“Dham® Tell Ml Mo~ Boed & sosrwhol derker
Tel; i sbsan husil n ogeening Bne (hat Leslcy

Al phofion, e hecs pugrs. Diestd Ladbe



will rex Exvem 1hee ol
“Towch Amnd Go," sporied & e
Wil with soluby erhises
e g
Though orithcs pue
coanmercinl albiim, Ma

thiir kil stres vl peaked ar 85, “To us

o] | 0 Do

i oonbanued

Py wasn'i ns rnilseal a e partune as

b s fo Ehink,” =
Wik dhel v An e
vil It was fw

fir=d alk

@ o ol grovwrth

AP Geeur

aling ywous were aroiine in the

warly morning, when the bomd sy
wrmppeed up s sessdons. The ondy Caas
v e 8 Symacne, Seake [ Up, fummed
oul ns exsheran s 5 ST WL
sy, A& moee [HayTal guality showed o
with “Sinee Yow're

e ol ™

miss” witkh “You'e w0 trachiea-re

1w Dirplsum winnbion lelivering
b onel; nmed "Shaks I U axploring
thae ine= . of, well, shaldng it gy, I amath

Pl wih

Ehi allyiny il wilh rwao
wodngs ("M

“Thank I Cweer™h Dsediring

[ -

wng T Ove sisangs on his Las Paul,

e 5-1i|r"-|‘|.|Jb-.'r|..|.:. gy, anad clint

ing g to paied his guitsr i the cositrol-

Fosnik paonibors. Mol that the wiaole sllien

wns brighit colors and cheap theills “I'm

Mot The (ne”

board-driven hallad (o e n

Cars sirghe setiing b sia

fiew yirars lale

e part of the 59

s cull Lhiir only

s Lhae i

At L s

T i

rock w
Irst (e e
barul pilag

b e ane [y Pon's “Funtims

Mightorawlers" ‘il xlil§ly “The

Black Ezg
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1B L =™
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ITLIETEL W |
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ot e

Beigrnls, 1

o . Flaw

111
Little

ACTOEE Bk e
i ArmaL it i waEving
] ik e tham
eapl wars woll esdplieshiee
warking 1Ith  urshisralos
wids Wil
(L T | anil o e
thesire io hmneh our led
b G=lEen aini king
SEn fhen While the
a n “ fr
HlE wiere
| 1l 1hi
1 al=o it thal
£ g
Thi
If
4 ales mandie his s et

chat year, with 1

srrumesEal Al Nioewrn Sl
I The Cars b Mared with bieh:be
thie mesi

chey anibdicd themselves wii

il EyHecessEio
alb qivw cidlnborncor Robsert Johs
“Mlant” Lange coprodwced with the hand
maAking EFa omas Baker's mogh
prosliiciiis sonnsd ik sarage inpees |

oA, Everyinae ol thisir 1= oin

SyTEh OF & SequeneeT; niand af ghie |

mirnkx (nchiding all of Bohins's Jdnam

rrel wire  peogramminisd  raih P

ayexl, Tl allwam ook edght meonihs 6@
complte, wnl! o wasnt wnusal for the
Bl to sgeimiid & Gl <lay B dhe stodio umd

commne himvee wizh HEk seconds of Mndshed

Lapee, SO SGNES WETE: AT I Fram

seratich in the studiog atbers chaseed i

alsly

Tl ohernng

was fired demnoed witl

el il had
Lhee g

1 1B =

ik puitars i

V@i

sl Lyores] synths on =Deive” (il ghest-

B LArH BIngihe il 1o the ®ornie
avie il i Hello Agaln® (which
bvaie the Damls fimd  12-ineh remix).
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The= firsE singke. "Youw Mighi Think,” bl
a tramliticanal Cars soamnd, though wiih an

wmisnal a capgrella besakdown in e mic

n. {Hher ircks were anlike asy
thimg they'd trisl hefore Wiiahly iBue
Iarshy Ballond = Why Camng | Have You® and ks
LT Mipsi “Breakiaway,” with its
Furo-disen avierones, Even the simg

irarks wore Rlled with chistails, &l lisgien

wredd thal &very aie af

rre (L
those pultilayered guliar, vocnl, and ey
baxarel parts was prosduced throsgh mang
hsuirs ol sbudsag o fTord

& an incroedibd
letakkl albsam =i £ 1Bt @ clanu

[ER e somie of 15 ey, Faslon sy
4 11 1S CTREY, Faslon say

We'ld penlisd & st in Lordhia wl
remEher o momieg when Ben woent

= o 3 -
i Lo Wikl i f s IFac k. Heae cai [

il Towr im e o el [ kol hien
Heow far odid vou eei todoy™ And be sadsd]
Well, we giered bo gl o pom] sowml.
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Comes. 5 & ol recording nine

=00 in one demo seEsion wens I"l':-!
v ki inds Electric
wl ApeEnl Foar weeks
Thast s why nky
1 bl &0 T
i

il thal
ibuwl sber Fi It could m
thl tondght shes comipg owver B0 ko
PO RO,
The mosn] wins mulaldy different 1y
the e The Cars R B B

thesir Fina P, I 15657
bifterswenl expericnee for all concemed

Wik Cehrasiek proddocing the bind for the

and Hobisson was sl g
To Ihoor ssmied

lerwisr-Eisch B AT VT

diram parts, oo

Jre ety fesiured for ib
along with paturslscunding three- and
Tovuir- pori { : every irack

Ehidr st okl

‘Leave Or Stay” nnd "Tn Tn Wayo
Waya,” w dusted off for oo
Doy, These mare verssons show a @
bl spicit thad was boped dhvam in e
e paalisds] rereooniings

The allwam el
eveually selling & millbon copses, hot =il

o1 Jallow

this hsesaer

maar, wikh 1

* an Ly i b

willh the edodce of peshis
shiglio or layiee the baml 10 gesi, The
Cars Tommally dishanded aler & s8faw in
Mismieapese, with {ensek biving the firs o
give notiee. “All we could do was decids
wiir Wikl o carmy on wihout bam, s
Fobinzon. “Tha wias oflv an ks
alianl @ miniade,”
sk s coditignied his solo Career in

recei wearss his RS mlbam Ghilek

DT T .'-"II.II LR ] skt & Wi .I L 1 &
meost Cars-ish songs writlen sipee Bl
baereakoap. B

ful s peadnedd pocire visilile as

il e orEinls
gl Hiesinsnn andd reg e kas e mlso

b=l in the Boston aroa; Hiawkes

basard  wark  was Bl i

L1 i T O TR | | flRisT i,

Elliig Ensr A il smsbons
I Teani B T 14
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Larwis, vkl working ain i sar] supergroag
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Elalcira mingbe 845000, AEVTE (03T
v My Best Fecrvecls Scel i)

Eledirirn singhe S0, IVDETE (825)
1 Gasd Timet Kafif )

Elcleira sbrgihe S400 04, 22079 (847)

i, Fesere AR D EoF TouaphL

From e Ly

5. Dowet Cha Dap )

From The Cars

& Morieg fx Siewes 0

Froin The Cirs

7. Tadke Me Mo

Freviaody snrsased dens
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