


PANDRAMA * THE CARS

A DARKER VIEW AND
THE SHOCK OF THE NEW

As a band, The Cars were ahways so far ahead of their time, they managed 1o
shake it up nof on 1981's Shake It Up, but rather on one studio album earlier,
1880's Panorama. This was a gutsy song cycle that saw the group bravely
expanding its wide-angle view of the musical universa. From that evocative
racing finish-line flag image on the cover to the compelling and sometimes
challenging music contained within, Panorama took Cars fans on a dark ride
inta the "80s that featured a few fascinating left turns and incorporated Some
gxparimental excursions along the way.

Ultimately, some saw Panorama as the band's most rsky triumph, while
others felt it hit a critical and commercial speed bump. S5till, The Cars' caraar
momentum was such that Panorama hit #5 on the Billboard 200 album
chart, while the album's first and biggest single, *“Touch And Go," managed
to break into the Top 40, peaking at #37. Artistic success is not as easily
charted, but “Touch And Go" was aven singled out for praise by no less an
authority than John Lennon, in one of his final interviews, for the ways the
band was marrying rock's past and present. Ultimately, Panorama may not
have bean to everyone's tastes, but this dark gem found The Cars continuing
to win by daring to wave their own creative flag baldly.

—David Wild




For years Panararma had been iy favoite Cars album (it has since reverted back to The
Cars” first album), and to ma it reprasents The Cars” most stylised, adventurous and quirky
period. | was alss our first album of the 1880, and we were absorbing more indusirial and
elactronic influences,

Cwr first alburn, The Cas, was recorded at AIR Studics in London, and Candy-0 was
recorded at Chenokes Studios in LA For our thind albuem, our producer oy Thomas Baker
suggasted we plck whene o record. W plcked the Power Station in New York and Spent two
or throe wsaks working thens bedors it became clear Ry was unhappy with the sliuation, so
wa moved back to Chanskea and LA and basically started over.

Cn our first two albumes we necorded the basics 1ogether a3 a band and we had besn playng
meaal of those songs Ive for a while. On Panorama it was a whole new batch of songs, and
wii wiare Sisrting to use drum machines and sequencers more. Sometimes one of the nenwy
songs might be started with a drurm maching pattermn and a couple of sequencars and than
wia wollkd Build up tha track leyer by layer. | had alvays thought of The Cars as a sort of “pop
arly” band, and the new songs ware definibely laning toward the arty side., rather than the
pop. Even the album’s most notable singhe, “Towch And Go,” has a quirky, syncopaied feel
1o it. The veraas in paricular have an odd comibination of a 54 time signature in the dums
and biass and 474 tirse in the keyboards and guitars, and sormehow they all meat up for the
chorus, The song atso containg one of my favorite Elliot Easton guitar solos aver.

Tha whole album was much moodier and darkar than the first two albums had been. The
CBNng Bong, *Pancrama.” ks cna of my favoriies [perhaps the darkest song on the recond)
and contains nons of tha I}ig Mﬁ'ﬂfﬂtﬂd vosal hooks that had been part of our signarturg
sond=it was roplaced by a lona vocoder. “Mishit Kid® is ancther favoriia (and shoulkd have
bean a singha). A ot of the tracks have a more hypnotic feel to them, such as “Don't Tell Me
Ko™ (with a great vocal by Ben) and “You Wear Those Eyes,” which has Ban dolng the vocalks
on the werses and Ric singing on the chonuses. “Down Boys™ Meatures a solo of alecironic
moises played by David Robinson on his Syndrums,

FPanormma was a rewanding album 10 make. The Cars wene all getting along together, and
it was a creative panod. Howewver, at the time it was not especially well recetved by music
critics, The Bosfon Phoenix started s review with the headline “The Cars Run Out of Gas.®
O, wall. | guess you can't plaase evarybody.
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