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CINOK IFIPON A T, rhde DA owens alovesd i chaose tha seconds they
plaped oo commnercidd radad statdne | veld tha shersosa gk o) e of Soie
slationg, WM in Boston, from 197 s 1977 WEOH was such o spacal iation
thiil wa wearg nof only permitied 8o choose the records bul abes o play deno
g ol Sy, This is Bow | mat The Cars, or mone precisely, Bie Dcssik

Ia 1976 Deaselk & Ord {Biws Ore, The Cars’ bassint and wocalist) had monphed amio
Lap'n Sweng, wlo perlermind a1 B Miwtbury Siree Far on the sisqe | losied, it
s kv at s lesen: & band combening eamints of theew of mry favorites. They
marned the musicabty of Sicely Dan, the an of Roey Madic, and the darknass of
The Vabeet Undesground. Bui, excopt for the arpley on WECH ol "Sirawberty
acalitg ™ and “Come Back Down,” e band was o miserable lulute, According
B B "apieti” ligents, pobendial managers, arfist & reperisine anseutives, and
mare Hias b lew Tillew subcsng], Sy wene o oid, oo weird lockang, and
drassod wWrang B el foyl G dnchirsg i band, and they had no hit sangs.

P ear's Eve 1976 The Cars, o reitoobed Cap'n Swing, didbuted al an air forca
bk m Hawr Hempehioe. Sebiaciing jarry bass plryes and deomemer and peddirg
“pute pap bar aow people” dremmer, tashion maven, and e Mossm Lo
Duriel Redyingon o will iy bass geitar to Ben Orr's sisgo oo, Rl budt o ssarmy,
COM@eCt pop valechs

Disc 2 of Bis deboe relssue noludes ta demo tht "gst thaes tai deal " “Just
What | Needed” was hasd originally on WECH i aarly 77, asd, los th fee S
wear, dirplry Dol & tape, remember, not a winyl discl spread o s album S,
WEDZ, wad irwivilui By 1o 5 costemparary bl oudel WXKSKISS 108 By that tms,
WELN's parly EomBinment 10 "eEal™ iftits was nof thal impressive fo jaded
Labet| podib-baba, dockpiti tha S0 ik $0a0id ol Tha J Gl Band and Ampomih
What was urdeniabla, Boegh, was the arpley on gy Tdrmafied WEDZ and,
sipecially, K155 108, that resehed from WHENS supgen. Thie Ciig siede iafio
ipcaidy, and that transbiied 1o sales and profi. Enjey the second dise—ir's the
Wip sidha of gabis and peoft creatretty and substance

ARINARE SarTor



DCHING THE LATE "Tis AXD0 KARLY ‘S, mist m':h. ram ware
gplit imlo B camps, with hardly army common ground. Either you Estened
to “puni” bands oa The Clagh, Talking Heads, and The Cars, or you were
inta “maingtream” bands e Aerosmith, Queen, and The Cars.

The Cars playad thair first gig at an air force base and became a fisture
at the chubs. But ther imbial suceess owed morg 8o @ shadio session that
happensd a cowple months afber the first gig. Mine songs wedne cul in ang
day, including the Future hit singles “Just What | Needed” and My Baest
Freend's Girl,”™ plus & pair of wnes, “Ta Ta Wayo Waye™ and “Leave Or
S1ay,” that wouldn't get commercially recorded for anather ten years.
{Another demno fram that session, "You'me All I've Got Tanight,” can be
heard on Dise 2 of this collecton.) It's & eamman theary thal praduces
Ray Thomas Baker retooled The Cars” material when these songs were
recul bor the hest albam, bt the demas prowe othereise; Even without
Bakers production flourishes (heard mainly in the finighed album's
arnale backing vocals), the ammangements weare aleady fleshad out
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Those demos found their way 1o influential hometown 0 Maxanne
Sartor, whi put “Just What | Needed” and "My Best Friend's Girl™ into
heavy rotation at \WECN. Unredeased demas by unesiablished bands
wiare even harder o gat an the radio in 1977 than they are now, and when
Cars Songs Slaned appearning an radsa tip sheels nead to Aerasmith and
Eltan John, with the woed tape listed where the label name should b, it
soni up a flag for ABR reps to make a bealing toward Boston
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Eleitra and Arista both made sorious pliys for the band, with Arista Bead Clive Davis
taking the band 1o dinner before a show a1 1 F".| adize. But Elgkira wad aub in part
Dacaude Arista already had a new wave prasence with lagy Pop, Fatei Smith, amd Law
Hised, and Elekira offerad a shot at thei fistic niche ("Herg they had the Eagles
and Jackson Browne, and a ong comes rary Boston band wha wanted & Black
andl-wiwte photo collage on their cover,” says drummear David Hobinsonh. Once signed,
i B lbum fwith the photo collage compramised ta the

e g

vas recarding its debut

nzile cover) within 5 vear of is

The Cars was a fairly accurate representaton ol their live 5212, and the bands
iradiemarks werne all in pace—uwith Elliot Easton’s rock-solid guitar bounc ng alf Grag
Hawkes' exatic kayboard saends. and with Bangamin Orr wsually s ffing the more
ramantic s while Hn.’ Ocaze I'I andlpd the more neurctic anes Balancing the mary
upbeal tracks was the my ving In SII'. thip clearast example of Aoy
Music's influence .I'l.'n: ihe I'- nd's lowe of technology was avident, nota
Robinsons use of Syndrums on the kickal 1o -r"--. d Tenns Rol ‘d abways got the
abest stull fram music stan 1hind sodhe use for 8, even o it would be obsolate i
W0 manths,” ed the point where I'd have 10- or 12-foot switches i
Rl duning a shart st

18 SEys. "It rec

mresy

mthing a fetle igter? How o
ke “You think you're $o ilestrioss, vou
ai‘re Al g |“I:II:"'U|||.|I|. 2 @ pledg B subile put-
gays Hawd
Stared out v
nta an artser kind of thang.™

3 Roll,” “My Best Frends Gir,” and =Just What
prder] 8z singles; and virtwally every track got
avar tned fo maka fifls, éwér,” Robineon ng :
knéw wa had something :m-'._n_m 1h al sounded good. | probably
them were hits at the timg,” sm within the band was
high. “We wsed 1o joka that '||E' ||r'l:r album showld I;.B called The Cars”
=&ys Easion, “We bnew that a lot of
warg getting enough feedback from p
the mght track.”

L @ it ight out of the bexe "Just What | Needed™ started out
Nonhe: eadsng gradually 1o Los Angelas and ba
i pxperiences,” Easton says, “Every day
Ng musician, getting acs
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000 TIMES ROLL Y BEST FRIEMDS GIRL
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MOWIMG 1M STEREQO

Lilers tha gamé N'm mdeing in Slaned
Life's the same except for my shoes
Life's tha same you're shaking s & iremolais

Lifi's tha gama it's ol ingide you

It's 50 easy to blow up pour problems
118 50 @25y 10 play wgp i braskdows
U8 &0 #ady 10 Ty thedagh & window
It's 50 easy 1o Tool with the sound

1L %0 towgh 10 gel we
Ir's =0 towgh

It's 5o tough o e wp
Its 50 Mowgh on wou

ALL MIXED LIP

She shadows me in the minmor
HAnd neswer lnawes on the Bght

Somg things thet | say b her

Thaarty it i’y 486 05 bite

s all msd up

Shi wicks ma wts thinking
| ean’t beliewa my eyos

| wrait for her forewar

She ravar dods eETive

s all mixgd up

She seys bo loeww & 50 ma
And gearythisg wal be all sight
Shié Sk lairvd il 1o ma

Hind ewarything wall be all right

She's abavays ool makng pectures

She's abasays oot making scenes
e She's abaays ovt the window
When it comoes to making dreams

THEY WOMNT SEE YO mema

G Lol Bl 4 pATY. |eTE go ifdans

" Lat's dance aad party, out in B rain
Lot's tell the cree, wa'va broken our Breng
| Engrey thay wll lisgh, wniil they get sick
Thavva Edughl i Bl act, stuck in B thick

Lats oo b Wiarsaw sad Iry [0 Tind paace
Lats fifg ug the Seian &&d bather her niece
Let's realy drink up and pile on B creass
Thay say you'll got back,

But don’s Some Beo ne

Thasy Bl tha attack if you disappear

L E s Bagt thay wonT 288 you
[Ty it Sl o]
| said Huay wont S woe
Ty won't see youl

===Thay WO 268 you

i) [Ty it Sl o]

Let's have a raema, lat's kave o shock
Lats #are ot tha TV sad relas o Spock
3 Lats néver Bfdweer The navelty knock
Thay gk 2o upsat when youw coms argend
Thary won't et you forgat umil you coma dowa

Thery won't see you [They wen't see youl
I saed thiry weoa't g you | Thiry wen'l saa youl
Thisy vie'L iia yau [Thirg wen' S8d youl
Thisy weon't saa you [They wen't saa youl
I said they woa't se@ you [They wea't saa youl
Thiry W't gaa you [Thisy wea'l d8a youl
Thiry vetd'L Sa you, Thay won' Ses you

(Chaeug rigaatsl

TAKE WHAT YO0 WaMT Deenal

Taka what you want
And heave what you don'’
Takp what you wanl
And Bagnea wihal pow dant

I'm painting a face
Thia cadar i3 drgging
MEgnagEum momsants
Iri bléck faary talas

I I g @mipdsgn

And comis: relial

| put this oné an yau
Ren, run, run Bk a thied

Amlall slone?
Am | all alone?

Salamander searisn

Comicd o1 4244

Lingeria madness

Dot you Kck dows the dog

Fat
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The Original Album

1. EDOD TIMES ROLL
Bdno nused a5 Lisiima peghe A5014 LTS A2

¥ kY BEST PRIEMND'S GIRL
Blug naued an Dlpliry vinghy MIAIT | BVIGTEL /35

I JUET WHAT | NEECHED
Alue ridwed ay Elpking pngle MEET [YTHTEE 777

i FhA i TOLICH
WITH YDA WORLD
Ales sigid bk Elikla irgla A1 {S70TT)

i DONT CHA STOP
Alea iaswin] &5 Elelirs sanghe MSSET | 1011 07HE]

& YOUHE ALL P'WE GOT TOMIGHT
L BYE BYE LOvE
i MDWVIRG 1IN STERED

4 ALL RAED P
Ak ixtond di Elekire winsgle SO0 (70701

HOTE: Thdi alimen wan crigivally nmusd s [lsisrs #0E- K55
TE., Daed i pasenliridi s odigingl releess detes for
ErEplEL. Humen 0 dils el [edh [erdiiid oflosm]
B “od 100 chart — cowrteay P Comimassdcatiors s
e Yuteibarn s Revord Resssich Publasiiosa

g Yl dbm wes recoeded o Aer Fasor st Ensleds iSteso B
i i We pied Fay Thomen Sshery pemncral Gieeera. 40
trach msching, which el plfrdsdal ol @ deraly in ks
viakpilep. brakped, g frwl foap Corn slbiamit worshd b chld g T8 H
FEEdaT, AR dwety dirp. bifors going info e etudic, we
weraid harvs beaaldsns 51 & placd BIVOEE e ghee] call] The Lk
Cals Fal lwkes uieed Sl naema foe b pobdithors] cosmipaneg, A4 v
BT Meiety S50 PLITED ThE firige of grder, we discoesied by
pinfaeipron [hel sech of the Srwt e sorge cloched = 5 Foon
Thoas thegs weiid PHeased o dngin. Timings svenyihing
LIE =]

{rp Himebey

W 2l 1 D) ralFepd gty orece w ot 53 Enplard waii can
el From Eesssning b T (heTia. thall v digady ki T songa
k. Al wy feeded o do wee o inko the mude el A
throesph sham, it 100R B} iy 1 ritoed e réve darys 5 mia. |
babrrgeed corf ] thay gauilar pabrtn i i Sy B0l & Pl D) e Dl |
Tl TdE el n Ravesn T A ond beisg o i . & o] wihen
16 E

il Fastion

' ol O Wlastin ebil id 1he nbudia. which waa & real thil
Ewven barlors wap wand i, b Iripsdl off ivdfep, Jitiiven Higoin, and |
RS ik N o slbum cover. B oweaR 8 ocolisge Wil &
MCATe Tl Wl B o sl v Wit neflected the aperid of the
Bare] s b el Felt o 0l tarak. B o B el o §RD. T lalead
iy sl W Theiry Beoughl w in lor B messing D dacesl the
wlgect, snd 8 wnisey Of Oifirl e Wikl owr mEg |
el e Ko beirg o bn thae deesn &ith B gl ek
EN TR £ 1 S il Didadly pppaled Wie loohed b asch othar
el Thoaurght thin han 12 B B A | guad wi'vs gElles wied o &
irewd D, Dol e Fonpd demign semn oo maachs sichier than e@al g
ez i mags dregodid bl The @eigisal odes we had wan
rreadiebiad prd ueed o L ree beren
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G000 TIMES ROLL (Lhsa, 18783 E

Viltes vt win's Puliing thas compilation legethar, we loaked lor s dero of
"lerd Tt Rioll” Ard lockad | . . and kooived, Adas. thaee wars nane o b
Teiad |estuisd, e aedir %9 dusbc sty B inqumce ol B Bl albom, wa
peked & v parlsimancs from Nowsaber 1900 of the Pacadise, a clul in
Buritinn. Thie diaid hied e dut bai kot Frew mosths when w played a
Siring of Shows bl din faghiti fasth Soicada ax the opening il o]

MY BEST FRIEMND'S GIRL (D) B
Thed wvdd rediedid 41 Blurise Derisgrnid n Bedton on 8 18-%ack machne,
bt wch b, of airsy, psviedube [ R}

JUST WHAT | RMEEDED (DOl &

Theg is m—thit dermo il po Tee dead, 20 10 dpaah. h gt sk pling b aboun
Byt baefor g tha Purl aleam Coaree ool Masanns SHisn atanted playing i
wyery day on har sheindos shilt o1 WBEHL Eosn i Bt ai § 154 neguii®
dpmi K wap spconded bee ip Zorach |so overdubal. Bhegehen, we dad 13
soregE ir ore day. ok mas ol the Mol THIL STeded L o ool il
st [Four ot mnge frpm this seshan— "Ll Ov Soiy, ™ "Ta Ta Wiye
Ways," “Cool Fool™ arsl “Toks bl Row™—wers relesesd o8 th Riliss
teea-dine Cary aothalogy | They o what v sounded Mg v BEAD

kA B TOLCH WITH YEUA WOPRLD (Dermao) &
This happeeas b ke o of ey aworits (e ponge. Tha vivson beee s mng
o300 140 duet, with mon harmgnian from Ben. Wote ses the orginal bic
“iwiiytinr) you Siy o Ron " | sheys minheard i ap “weeryibing s sl
#feoi fieton ™ [Fescn B hatrry rypath apend] When | mestiosed & do Ric_he
£ gl thei ByTiE B e commmoadate [T

OOMNT CHA ST (Dol A
This virson leataded & ke syrih dole when Elbol's geite: wio should be
(e

YOU'RE ALL I'VE GOT TORIEHT (Darral &
A3 wath the deama ol " Whin | Nedded,” i paeSculic recording alea
PR CoPSHiEra b Bpiy prier 18 B bl ilion coming adl. |GH]

I BYE BYE LOVE (Demol B
i rssrched thay ol ok o BRE O #0kY EELASN dirkisen, which wap dong
ol Muaiz Bapsgrars in Bamos i fest beng Hie Hofern Slodc poasion|
HEAD
E MADWIMNG Ik ETERED Dol
Thad mrd ecaddied on @ d-track machine in Fic's badeTwst, which iy whan

woll i bartgew baeng wigrasd. 5 pas Ala2 i o [FT
& ALL MIXED LWP (Desmol B

Rz g tha baad vecal (4, 1
Unittued Spags

10 THEY WOH'T SEE Yo iDermal b
Thes wih pecoddied en & MHrach maching sfter B Syl pbum came ot
w3 such, wig Py B derma for im0 W played & sl masvy G
o el i 00 SaPoe Che? P nessrd |GH

. TaRKE WHAT ¥OLU WART [Dammsl B
%mucmmmmlmht.mnmh Wearibesd Cry
faer, K lpabured 4 reca, Fong EXBOC Exsien uitei doda. It was sl one of
protaby Bwn songs thai 1 ever g 1o pliy fSyhem quitsl o o]
Thiy mosg was sherys fun i pliy Sancd Beaf) wild on guitir, i was oo of
T hew thenge wa Sed that Wbt CoWRkl1Ed [0 B dbgeincer o aTy BN,

whach allovwnd o S0 Ereich s o EED
2 wWiakKE hME LR (Desmol A

Bk i th biied vircal A

Wi pliiyid B bol i Bhe parly clab davs |EE}

13 YOU JUST CaRT PLS hME (Dermal B
Thid b e etfehi 2389 | gt B play guitar on. Ben sings e esd voeal
[ ELH
1k HOTEL GUEERIE Do) A
Thisd i ivsibir' S8 1hil vl plingwd lvw For yoare Bl nawer Bothasedl o
recerd for i alkeam |GLH]




All Sangs Writtan by RIC OCASEX,
Pubkshid by Lido Magie [ASCAF), excapl

“Maving I Stemo” by RIC DCASER & GRED HAWKES,
Published by Lido Music/Dversnare Music (ASCAPL

THE CARS

ARG OCASEK: vocals, riwthm quitsd
BENJAMIN ORR: vocals, bass

ELLIOT EASTON: lead guitar, backing wecals

GREG HAWNKES: keyboards, percussion, sax, backing vacals
DANID ROBINSON: drums, perowssion, Syndums, bicking vocat
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i You Liked This Pecknge, Be Sef 1o Check Dut
Just What [ NeededThe Cars Anthology
{Rhing Elaksra #3506

flso Available on Blalara Records—
This Complata Cars Catakog:

The Cass [#135)
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Papogrpmra (F51E
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