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“We didn’t think
of ourselves as a
pop band at all,”

says Donald "Buck Dharma” Roeser.

%o what was “[Don’t Fear) The Reaper” doing siiling 31 numbi
12 on thee Amecican hil parade in Oclober, 1978Y Spesding twenty
weehs in the Hot 100 charis? Helping to give Blue Qyster Cult's
fouril studis album, Agends Of Forless, 3 hefly boost aver the
platinum highwire?

*|f anylking.” notes Back, “We liked 1o be purposely ohscure or
cloudy, leaving il up fo Ehie listemdr 1 f0 bn Uhe g, We wene Lhe
anli-hit single.”

Eurd Donabd feld he had “somelhing”™ whes ke |ayered the dema for
a song about the afterlife. It was the first tene he had
written when he gol 3 home réel-to-reel leur-track
repeader, working om 11 for six or aight weels x5 he came
off a health probles that had him mvesing on the nature
ol mortatity. When he Estenad fo il back, " knéw It
was really streng.” DIlen misgnderstood as am
Zpobogia for suicide, “The Reaper™ posited a lide-
after. a romanca thal could endure beyand the deatlh
o lowers, on the olher side of the veil.

Blue Gryster Cull was faciag the same to-be-or-
noi-to-be threshold. Their 1975 Gve album, On Your
Feed Or On Your Koees, had consolidated the gains
they'd made in the F0°s, when they found Lheir
pérsong 35 3 Ihisking man‘s metal band. Their first
thres albums—Blve Odyster Colf, Tyramay And
Mulatien, and Seeref Treglies—had given them
a bady of work; buk the time had comé g
ewolve, lest they risk entrogy.

[t was ihe dawn of The home sudti-track recording wnil Each
band member got their own TEAC fo devebop ideas on hig awn, dnd
Ehe resull wias nal caly an individual flowerkng within the band, bl
gach member becoming more conscious and probective of thedr
arrasgemenls, and the conseguent separale identities 1hal were
nurtured. Before they had worked on #82as as an ensemble; mow Uhey
Brough! them 1 the rekearsal room fully concelved. Yel having
played 1ogether for so long—neasly 1en years al this point—Uhey
instimgively Reard this new material within the interpretive
framewaork of the only band they"d ever knowm.

1t was a good time for BOC (o find a new “paradigm.” a fresh
modus operandi. They had achieved a comioriable plateay af
sugcess, newly returned from thedr firsh European bour, and had built
2 loyad fam following in the LS. Thisy undérslond (he wagartes of the

shedia, and finally allowed fo record outside Cobumbda’s facilities,
Iy sifled Ak he Record Plant on W, #51h 5L, hén New York™s
premiere recording compler. When they began the album that
wiield becorme Ageals OF Fartyes, Aerosmith was down The B
Kiss upstairs. Hard RBock headquarfers.

Klong with Sandy Pearlman 2ad Murrdy Kregman, the band's
loeg-lime mentors and producers, David Lutas—wi had recorded
iheir firsl album—returned 10 the fold as advisor. Agents was
engineered by Shelly Yakus, whese had eq'ed everyome from Bruce
Springsleen 1o the Raspierries. The songs were assured, aigh-
formal, a band in the coadidence of ripening maburily. “Wine e fine
rock and roll,” sang keyboardist Allen Lanier ia ~True Conlessions,”
a rare vocal appédrance on record

The album was no ee-hit wonder. Patth Smith jolned voioes with

Albert Bouchard om her *The Ballad
0 Wera Geminl,” el ba drummes
Albert's music, and he did the
same o one ol her early poers,
*Debbie Denise.” Alberi also
wrole the chords and riffs to
“Tattoo Yampire® and “Simful
Leve,” words by H, Robbins, Belter
knewn be New York rockers as Helen ‘Wheets
But 21 pated bedore the scythe hat is “The Reaper.” Oassics are
hard 19 come by. Any band mighd happén upon a great song; bul a
glassic exists beyond the comscious self, as if 1t"s always been

awailing il mameén in lime
The song is frue to Donald's original demo; & anythisg, it
could™ve Been a case of Eryisg to fop something thal was magical
when it was inifiafly conceived. From the moment “The REeaper™
apénd, an abmodphere of sound instanily Swirls you inkd i35 guitar
hook. Donald begins singing (this was the moment when each
member foend his vebce), and ks clear, alry wolce provides salace
within ils lasting rites. The frack is all unwind, each symphonic
sagtion inevitabie. | has no chobe bed by be 2 bdl. The vocal dialogee
is like a devil whispering in one ear, an angel in 1he olher,
cjaling and beckosing. There is the assumplion thal be will
sl hawnd 3 walwd in the hereatter, comlarking us i 1his life.
An imstrumental breakdown slices aut of Rowhere,
sperning the modal riyses of raga-rock, You can hiar
the drone arc ouf of the mid-break, on endiess delay, a
pere ry of mobe thal stacls i the indudible and jus)
feeps ringing, Wi the ringing in your ears afler a
bourd concert, The cymbads crash in Ume; “Reaper”

fades.
They gol lagers rext,

LENMY KEAYE
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L THES AT THE SUMMER OF LOYE (2300

M Erpemin- i boaiund- Wale-

Feeling easy on D ouiside

Bl nal 50 Ty of The inside
Feel the soisd and pray for rain
“Canrsa this s 1he Fighl we ride

Thiis ain' the gandea of Edea

There ain'l na angels dbave

or] Thireys ain't wiha? thiry used b be
Al This am'l e sumemer of o

Lock all your doors fram the oulside
The Eey will dasgle by The ieiide
You may begin 1o undér sland

That this is Tee might we ride

Thubs 208 Lhet praerchm o Exden

There ain’l na angels above

don hireyt 2in't whad Uiy usid b be
Fondl Thes aan | th suememer ol v
Thee sumerey 3l e

i fae night we ride  This aln'| the summer af dove
Do D5 ight we ride  Thod &' i suvmvmer af Joe
(n Bae might w ride  This &'l th suvmmer of love
O e gl we ride  Thiv &'l o summer af ke

Thiks ale't the gasen o Eden

Thena an md ingels sbive

JMad hings 2ia’t whad thery weed bn be and
Tk 3ln'E, Buls 2n'L, BAES BlR'T, it MAT

Thuks ale't tht gatien of Eden

There sn i ngels aberve

Mnd Bingg; gin’t what Uhiy're suppased ba be
Bid FAlS 2inT Lhe surmmer

Thith dia'L the ummer

This ain'L, this aia’t, His ain't

The summer al kv

2. TRUE COMFESSIONS (257)
-k Lanier-
T, ‘tnae Coetl es5ons
1 liesd
True, tree oomlessions
1l
Spirl Al might wath Candy's eyes
Dy gped mryoall "crass Lhe witr m e side
Speri all right with Candy's eyet
Dy apges mvyeel crass the warm b ke

Trug, tree conlessons

5ha cried

Teus, tnoe onlesting

Sha cried

Staed In L dodewiy 18 3 alou rige
D reysdf e Baer wild Berradn
Sland n Uhe Soorway [y 3 RalE rage
Dt il "ot By wild B din

W' DRl 50Ty
Wi rewer 52

W re modern kvers
WA T we had

True, ue comesiionm

W Iried

T, frue condessions

W lrisd

Maked, expesed ke fine rock and roll
Perfect as sirangsrs, imperfecl as keve
Miked, expased ik e rock dnd rell
Feriect 35 sirangers, imperiect 35 lve

W v STy
We're pevey 534
Were modern byeers
Whal fen we had




i (DON'T FEAR) THE REAPER (5:8%)
- Rorier =

Al our times have come

Fiere et porw Lvey're gase

Seasans don'l [ear (he reaper
Mo i Tha wrind, the 51 or the rain
W £ be ks ey ap
Come on, by
Don"L Saar Bhe feaper
Babry, take ey hand

[Don*l dear B reaper
Wl be akle b fly

{Don‘ dear Be reaper
Balyy, ' your mas

La, 12, 13, B3, by
Lalala b b

Valemting & dong
e (bl rorw Lhery' e gane

Eovme & Julisl

B logeher in elernily
Fomeo asd Jullet

Farty Thousind mes, ard woren ever yday
Like Romeq and Jullet

Farty Dhoutand mes and wormen everyday
Fadefing happiness

Baalher [octy howsand comin” everyday
W can b like They aee

Came on, baly
Don'L fear The reapér

2y, [zkea my hand
Don'L fear Dhe reapés

el e able to iy
Do’ Jear the reaper

Baby, I'm your mam

Lalalaial
La, [, 1, B Iy

Loywe: anl B 15 o
Hiere bt ow Thiy'rg pone

Cama the Lot right of sadness

A 1wt elear Bk ohe doukdn'T oo

And the door wias open and the wind appeared
The candies blew and Bhen dizappeansd

The curtairs {lew aad Taen be appeared

Saying don't e afraid
Come o, badry

Ao the had i [
Ared she ran Lo hirs

Thies they started lo fiy
The bopked baciwand and sakd goodbye

Shi had become [ike Bey i
S hiad Eaken his hand

She: hd become like ey e
Come on, baby

Der’f fer Hhe ¢ eager

4. ET. (EXTRA TERRESTRIAL INTELLIGENCE)
()

—3 Roew -5, Feariman-
Pusi...C'merel

[ ear the music daylight disc

Thres men b lack 1d, "Don'l repart Lhis. ..
Ascercion,” and that's all They said
Sicloness rorw e hor ol deead

Al praie

"5 Tound e awfuld trrih
Balthazar

He's Tound The Shmer news
Wl There's move...

I"'mu i fakry risgs and |pwer beds
"D’ eepart Lhi™ Lo men S2id
Baolcs by lamedess and by the dead
Kisg b1 peliow, the Dueen it ¢

Al pr siss
He's fownd the awil truth
BaFhany

He's foumd the saucer news

D e alwiarys give up moodion

| i loergeer Te] ismdrtion.

When proghecy fals e faling notioa
Das'L fepar] Bk

Agents of Fortune

All praise
He's Saund the wiel Hulk
Baltharar
He's baund the Sau0er ews

5. THE REVENGE OF YERA GEMINI (3:53)
= Bemthard=F, S

You're bovied like 3 il
With the conscioesness of a srake

You're the lind of girl  ieind of gir]
1"l e 1 e

Faoe like an angel b oy mirror
Bl wour e boned 1ike (he Sevil

four eyes have shifted drom me  bawe sl
Everyone sw what you & your epes
ou have shpped from tenealh me  fram me
Likee & [abse vl sy venss sgud

Db 80 mare hares, harsss

We're golag 1o swim like a fish  we 're pova swim
like 3 frk

ek e bl f wtich you plarmed fa ditch me

My lavedy

Yera Marie

I was soaring

Plazred Inleave me cold 2 soomd

Bt yourl never gl your with  fasling aspesl
O thee bwery-four@of May  yoor birthday

I gather vp your reirs

ou filled et wiith 3 vengeance  filied me

el yorw towched me with your breath  vesgeasce
I'm gansa prall you o thisidance  hels danoe
Wodr'ne gonna ride soeasily

(b, ho mare heruss, horsss

We're going lo swim Bl 3 fish  we're pones swim
e 3 Mok

Indsy The bl i witic you plamnsed fa ditch me

ey levely

Wiera Marie

ey Cormé o2 Vera
Bght gt
Idmce

b, oy mane hariss, horoes

We're going bo swim Bl a fish  we're ponea swim
g [k

Indsy Uit b b wikich you pliasned] fodiich me

My lovely

Wi Maxrie

Twat yoour vichin  viclim
Twas well Gecetved  cecerved
Kell's bl o regred - regret

But | Jawe your naked meck

Aol vl s Dk yong Bl e o i
Made mo betheve you'ne banrlaced 85 e
Bt Lhwre's twe daces have you

dnd they're both guand jermp

(O, f mane horoes, horses

W' going bo swim Bke a fish  we'Te gonsa swim
Aia i ik

Indsy thie e b wikich you planed {odiich me

My lovely

Wiwa Marrie

& SDFUL LOVE (329)
-k Bogchard-H Fstbin -

You're over my shoulder, | Buiak 'm possessed
Yioux ooagian uwiderisng it making mé 1oolhles
Thimat"s come b trim you gesra gel ol my loile
\Gorueis £ oo cart Bl ot ol g ife

Parederd, She-devdl, Prinker s devid Evd
1 o you Ik sin, out | oY b yomar pligeon
Dol She-tovil Prinlar's devd Evdd
1 o yomg Bk sin, B | won b your piipeon

T povwrr T | g yomr 'm0 5k oof sy woloe
I iy By O i ] e e i AR

Burt 82 bl yow, heoney, i giee you The shove

S0 \akce badk your despol, I keep he love

Rarvdevil, She-devil, Prinker’s devdl, Evd
Thewe you lke 4, but | woer™t bt your pigeon
Barederdl, She-devil, Printer's devill Erdl
e yoou Bk s, bt | woet™f b yonur pigen

I'i s ching myf Sy, looking or & pistal
Tia Laesar o ot if Bl o byl
IRk Stk my Joey back, seamiess and whils
K mane idols ot my crwm sel-cantrol

Duarecerrsl, Shethovil Prinlar s devdl Evd
1 boovi oy e in, foust | won ™ bse your piiges
Darederd, She-tevil Frinler s devd, Evd
1 beoven yomy Bk sin, fouk | won ™ b2 your piigeon

Barodered, She-devil, Prinker s devil, Evdl
1] hawe you Like sinil leve

Daredevd], She-devdl Frinler's devil, Brd
1 hawe ous [k sindad o

Pareder®, She-tevdl, Frinker s deval Evd)
1 e you ke sinchel e

Baredevdl, She-devil, Frinker 's devil Brd
e oo ke siafol kove

Daredewil, She-dewil, Privter s dewil, Bl
Hrve yow, | horve you ke il fowe

Daredevil, She~dewil, Pristers devil v
H ket e e sicde Bave

Daredevil, She-gevl, Pricter’s dewil, il

7. TATTOO VAMPRE (241)
- Basturd- M Babbins-

Twaat dgwn §358 nigh| with a afiee madame
To a.sude dagger {ortasy damas

‘Wrapped fa hefl, | ket my breath. . Whaa!
Ul |8 1reifitng (hinese braagl

Griddy seiles That don’l Bake oll
Carny cobored demans legring

Yampira piobo seckin” the skin
Vampire Vampire

Sepditg Lhe righl 21 B iiker's parke
Flesh permabrand. pricked for the dollar
M wrsl, surread 3 haard and flyisg skl
Letiered Bl and bove pass swillly’

Grisky smis That don't Slake olf
Carmy coloned demans leering
Vampire phoby seckin” lhé skin
Yampire  Vampire

\Gristy smiless That don’| Bake off
Carery cobored demass levring
Yampire photo seckin” the skin

Vampire  Tatioo

Vampire Tatiae

Vampire  Tatioo

Vampire  Tatioe

Tattae

Taftize

Tatiaa
Vampire photo seckia’ the skin



BOKUS TRACKS A WOTE ABOUT THE BONUS TRA(KS:
11, Fire {H Unkngwn (rigin [Deigtas eesion)* (130

She'dpla itwp and 5

e Of Unknown Origin®—This (s th

T Ty T B P T vy R I R
u ApeRd LY i e TrEALY TECDDoEs (o7 the Afenis 2l

- oy

Eerl Dwis cart polln” writh oy Barad

urereores] aned whabi o unlel s
| 12Sally Dene) (2:40) : v 3

L Y

Preprodurson demo for dgeels 0 Forfume seisions

| apari
pari

[ eue il fhab w1 mcaki . - A=
| WY FRRIDED Sha W35 0 LTaat sriginal &-track home dem The ™sd owiel

13.(Don't Fear) The Reager (emay (6:200)

14. Dance The Night Ay Dema)® (217

My heart beal

1 L by lairs

Lhl ey clases

10, BEEBIE DEMISE (4:21)
=ik fio Fd=F. 5 -




ERIC BLOOM: {

vorals, quitar, percussion

ALBERT BOUCHARLD:

drums, vocaks, apoustic uilar, pertuzsion and harmoaica

DONALD {BUCK DHARMA) B:-DEEE_H:
quitar, vocals, synfhesizer, paroession
JOE BOUCHARD;
huarss, wacals, piano

ALLEN LAMIER:
keyboands, worals, guitar and bass

Addtiorall Mighcaas
Palti Serath: wocal on “The Revenge Of Vera Gemin™
Horns by Michaed and Randy Brecker

Patti Sawh and ihe Brechosr Brofhers appear courlesyal
Arfsta Bicords,

Tracks 1-10 Recorded and Mixed & The Retoed Plasl,
New York 19751974
Crigieally Colmbia PC 34164 - Released 1976

Origiral Racordings Prodwced by Murray Krogman,
Sandy Fearinan and David Lucas

Bixer fheyg and Mok Englagers: Shely Tars and
Bady Abvams.

Feranged by (1

Masiered in The [utiing Roam by Tony Shevers

Special Thark |6 Renalds Orlardasl, Duvid Faslerl,
Mlan Bedl, Lawrence Majserq and Freddy Hauser
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