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FOR & WHILE, it looked Mee Amencan mock 2l
Angel would break through fo the saelied
echelons af the rock and roll Big Teme, much like
heir managenalrecond label mates Kiss had.
Ty had msch in the way of positives 1 back
therm upy thsy weene pait of the would-be 8-G85
ol msic management slabde, Aucaim Ares
Management, had a glorous slage act tha
dedn®  stimt on  pyrotechnics of  technical
inmovation, and had an audsence base il
siraddled the teen stonss markel, and the leenie
|;||I-', andience - armdd had  Betler-than-salid
musicality to soundirack the flash bombs and
darzling hight shin - yel somehow never bicke
through, By 1980, which is when this excellen
in-cancerl nscording, ‘Live Witfhout A Met’ was
eeleased, ihete was a leeling that their momenl
had passed = although listening 1o the albam,
yourd mever knoww it

Angels record company, Casabdenca Recods had
been sold fo the Polygiamidercury Redonds
conglomeeabe, Criablanca MD Ml Bogart - a
sedascoed U5 iecoid induslry peo who had o his
el at the Cameo Parkway label back in the
caily 19604 - had bedt 10 forme the shorl-lved
Bosidwalk Reconds label Inewitably, when a
regord label has been abscebed inle a Lwdgers
i poraie body, the acts an that labsl, particulsly
il they've not puled up irees in the sales stakes
(and, engo, probabdy owe their record company a
I:-u;. hif), aee mare than likshy ta sulted 8 nob ged
dropped. When angel made their fecandng
debut in 1975 with thein sparkiing sell-titked firsl
albami [also awailabde a5 & Ep-value Dwo-on-ane

tollection with their second album on BGO),
1hings Basd Desen 529 Lair True, thesy hid sadkdied
themsehees with one of the modl ludicnous
images ol any band in the chequensd history ol
otk ansd ol = 25 3 krd of wholesdmse version ol
Miss bt withoit the kabiki shyle lace make-up,
although, in teims of slap, Amgel certainly larded
it on; quitarist Punky Meadows even soored a
sponsorship deal from a hairspray compary for
ons Bour, IF the angel image was over the lop, il
wits al least undetpinned by some  dazzling
musiciarship - a playing skl more subtle (when
il meeded 1o beh and accomplished than the
occaionally crude {Boih lyrscally amd musically)
approach of Kigs,

From iheir first album, their classic Tower
I_|E"-EI|L:'EE| here) was a fJenung Toeur e <10 (o,
with keyboard player Gregg Giuffria displaying
awesome massical chops, and guitanist Meadows
being o poaeerful off poowider and  musical
tounlerpoint  to vocalist Frank  DiMing's
stratosphenc melismatic gymnastics - they had
A sound wheein A Lol Was Going On, But i
sirongly medodic, [autly-arranged latier-day Prog
Rtk 'was also loaded with appeal. As time, and
a5 necord redeases went on, the band adopled a
maore avowedly ‘commescial’ appeoach - and, i
memory serves, even sooded 3 positive album
review [rom 1he BMMES shanp-penmed Crilic Julie
Burchill in the process - but it brought no maose
than mikddling success, a lol ol press covetage in
leen mags, but BEle in the way of rock and ml
credibility. Ullimately, they ane pedhaps best
nemsemibeded = e e snd mowe Bon e ack







Pumkys Whips! by Frank Zappa and The
Mothers af Inveation - & bisare moment in
fappa's history for suie, amd for funiber info, just
do a 'I:'.l:rﬂql-ﬂ' seach and see what resulls you
get. 50 fai, w0 whal - but Angel did warranl more
ihan this somewhat dubsous claim 1o lame,

Al of the band had paid ther dues (3 detailed
aoound of the bamds hstory s in the
afpremsenbioned beo-on-one collection), and had
camse 1o the altention of Kiss bass player Gene
simmons when he sluck his head soond 1he
door at a gig in the Washéngbon 0 nighi club,
Bogeys. Simmans had st plaged a show in
Larrlover, Margland, and was mighlily impressed,
puttinig in a call 1o his Casablanca Records boss
Nesl Bogart with his whobehearted conviction that
thiey shouldd be the kbel's lates) signing.

Sign them Bogart most definitely did = escept
Simmons added the caveal thal “Angel wail
nevey siarl Kisi®, obviously feeling that the
bareds potent mixture ol dasling slage show,
awesome musial chops and peefty boy looks
could upstage their moe vaunied label mates.

Hogart relocated the band fo Los Angeles, and
1|'IIE"' began a punishary schidule al r{'{ufdl.nql
promadion and touring. Typical of Bogat's method
wans o have the band eelease allwams on a nine-
mmlH."' basw {intialhy), semd “em ooul on lour,
keep the press Tod with stones and litlle 1atle,
and keep feeding the audence with iegular doses
o theesin Anaged fise. 11 was & punishing schedule, b
the band weren't going 1o let (his big beeak go

They enlisted the bechmical suppoit of some of Las
H"Egili" most talented peedisdigitators (thais
illusionists 1o you) 1o add gob-imacking special
effects 1o their stage show, They Became a hot
live aftraction, but 3 resounding breakihrough
proved Fnstiatingly, tantalsingly chusive. By
1950, when Hew Wave sock had bitten heavily
inta the Amencan Rodk and Boll beast, it locked
lice, for Anged, that their mcienl hed passed
Even Eiss wede looking like yestendays men; balh
bl Kiss Unmasked” {1980} and condeplual
Masic From The Eider” (1981) albums bath failed
1o crack the WS Ballboad top thiny, 2 seemied thal
Alucin Bimee wias up. foo.

Cadaldanca was in trouble, foo, so the signs
werd nal good, Whilst Angel shill swed the Label
an albwam, and no doubt not wanting to add to
i negalive balance sheet, they opled Lo dusi
oll some Bve recordings that had been in the
can sance 1578, which had been bootlegged.
Hivweewer, ihe band did go “overdub crazy’ inothe
process al making the albem release worlky.
The Anged line up Do this album wars as Fallows:
Frank DiMino {vocals), Punky Meadows
(quitar), Gregg Giuffria (keyboards), Barry
Brandt (diuma) ar Felin Robinson [barss ). The
shivws  fealured  wene  wo perlonmances
regorded in Long Beach and Los Angelies, a bit of
an Arl-;ul stronghodd, and ihe album leslses a
lot of the band's trademark musical jousting
between Meadows and Giullria,

the album frack lsting neads like a
creditable Angel “Best OF, mmming mrruﬁ

barwl’s first four shudio albums - ‘Amgel’, Helluva
Bard” ‘O Eavth As N 15 M Hegwen!, and Wiite
Har', The lack of material fram the band's final
studho set, Sl reveals it year of recording

“cinfl” was released in Maich 1579, Its the
earlier material, however, such as  Tower),
“Anyway That You Wanl IT, Feelin” Bghd, and
Back & Bolers thal watks besst, bul the infelicas
power pop of Wikl And Mot and Hold Me,
Squeere Me”slill soone high on the thrill-o-meter.

alter the redease of the Albwm, the band split
with their managemeni, and signed with the
glant Lebes SKrebs slable, and diched the white
spandex and make up and soughl a mane
credible musical dirscison. n 1980, they loak
parl in he ‘Rock Maralhon® package tows, alsa
featuring Mahegany Rush, Humble Pie, Russia
and Mathers Finest. The kea was that cach
barel woukl headline on a diflesent naght, b
Andgel anly did 50 omnde = in Clewcland, Ohio, che
of the few epientres of Angel landoim. Mew
sangs suth as Fou're 5o Celd” hinled 31 a
positive new direction, but the leeling was of
thest name being perhaps inevacably tainted.

seon, the bands line-up uniavelled - a sad,
igneminioss end to 2 band thal held much
promise. &s with many of (heir conlempsoradies,
ihey have reformed in recent yeads, still playing
i a loyal US fanbase, Live Withoat A Ned' s a
peserlul mementa of their ghary days, however,

Alan Robingon, finne 2006




