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‘Lovers Live On' dedicated 1o Susan and Punky's guitar

THE HISTORY OF ANGEL ks the classic “should have been bigger” story. Of course, Bhe anmals
of rock music is litlered with such stories; bands that should have been more popular and
mever were whikst bands of lesser talant and creativity become huge superstars, s a fickle
industry. And some bands get the brant end of i,

Sinful, Angel's fifth and final studio album before
dishanding, wae relessad in 1979 and produced
Iy Bddie Leanetti wha had produces the band's
pravioys albume Sy Tollowsed hot on Bhe heels
of 1978% Wihte Hof which saw Felix Robinson
replace he band's ofginal bass player Mickey
Jones who left after 1977's On Meaven As I s
O Earth, Thesr Tourth alburm contzing this band's
only Top 50 American hit single, “Ain't Gonna Eat
My Hian Anymon’. i peaked a1 Buenber 44 in
tha Bivboard Hot 100 and stayed n the singles
chaarts for bwo monhs. Howewer, sales of the
album itsell were not strong and thus a
profased Ive album for 1978 was mubed. Thesr
fisth album had a ot 1o lve ug to,

Sinfd Teatures the same Ene-up (Snger Frank
Dibino, guitanist Punky Meadows, bassis] Felix
Meadows, drumemer Barry  Brandt  and
keyboardst Gregg Giffriz) as Wiwe Mot and

woisd remain that way until the band fokded in
1981 though they never officially announced a
St

Angel forned in 1975 In Washingbon, 0.C. and
brought colour and Styx-style pomp and meslody
o B stale’s rock scene, Spotted by Gene
Simmons 21 8 b in Maryland, the band was
fgredl [0 kiss” labed, Casablanca. B would be
both a Messing and a curse: i was a recond deal
aita strong Labed bof it also meant they wene held
up against rock hemwyweights Kiss évin though
they were seen as exact opposiles. Angel’s
androgynous Image and whirgy hrics wers
iniially derided, with thelr most fierce critic
being none other than leffield guitar genius
Frank Zappa who stammed the band in fis song,
‘Punky's Whips', Froeddie Mercury was
appanently fnstraied with Amgel Because he felt
thiay npped off (uten's glam image.



Anigel lnoked morg like a bunch of chicks tham &
rack band Ibdagh, somewhal inorecally, They
pre-dated the LA hair metal scene when bands
such as Mbtey Crde became milsanaires
daspile thiir effemicaie image and poofed-up
hairstyles. The 18808’ LA music sceng axpladed
with: siemiar looking bands {most ol them wenl o
the same designer, the Australian-bom LA-
based Ray Brown) which was lator ridiculed by
the altemative grunge bands of the Seatfie’
Washinghon scene; otwiously a far cry from
#ingel’s Washington, D.C. roots.

*We were abways inderesied  in  the
entartainment aspect of rock,” Meadows told
ihe Wirsingfon City Mewspapar's Michael Littie
in 2002, “We put together some stage coshums
and really went owerboard with Bhe fiashpots.
‘W were saffing off thesearena-size axplosions
in these small clubs. Boor glassies few off the
bar every time we'd sel one off. The cwners
hated us.”

Thiey fsleased their sell-titled debut album =
1975 and their sophomore apus, Heliiva Band,
the: Tollowing year.

Sipfufl perhapa the band's most obsturs alburm
of the original five stodio neleases. Laber
reisSues ol the album would be exended to forty
minufes from the original 31 minute length due
o the addiion of two bonus tracks, “20th
Csrluiry Foses” and “Virginta', which both festure
on the Casablanca-relessad soundirack bo the
1980 tean movie Foxis, Saring & young Jodie
Fosier and dormer Runawsys singer Cherie
Currie. The band made an appearanci in e i
during & concert seene with the late English teen
il :and hearfthnob Adam Faith as their manager,
but sadly much of the bands onscreen
invotverment was lelt on the editing room floor.
The soundirack is a disco-themad collection
featuring 1he label’s disco  afists  and
unlorunabely Angels contribution with *Hth
Cenbury Foxes’ was a failed athempl at pmping
on the st bantwagon. ironicaly, Kiss would
taler do e same with the high successtul but
daridied ‘| Was Made For Loving You', which was
rediased in May 1975

Fomes was not the band's first foray inlp the
mowies. The band had worked on a fim called
Angef Live At Midmghr the prevics yizas, but the

project was put on hold and the footage was
subsaquently lost. Giufinia even tied 1o kcabe
the film ower @ decade later, but it i obviously
not meant 1o b2 and the film remains unseen
and unrebeased despie significant fan inberest, It
wiulkd hive made Tor an entertaining slice of the
band’s hishory.

Curigusly, the initial title was Bad Publicity, dus
in no smiall part 10 the band’s athampt at fresing
themmsaives of their snazry ciean-cid glam rcs
pampered image. The criginal cover featured the
band drisad in Sineel colhes whilst bing
arrested by & cop dwing @ card game,
surroundiad by women and boose &t e iconic
Hyatl Holel where all manner of reck 'n° roll
hiedonism had previousty taken place (mosty by
British bands.) Hilarioushy, the back cover sieeve
fentured lukewarm reviews he band had
received in the past. How many bends would
poke fun af themseives in such a fashion?

The b falt that the image was merely 3 stage
persorcy and that ey did mot feed tied down fo
the white clothes the way Kiss are tied down

image or he way Vincent Furnier can't let go of
his aller-g99, Aliok Cooper, Casabinca chiel Nel
Bogart disagreed with Angel despite the band
vehemently anguing thisir point of view.

Bogart withdrew the album before it spring
1679 release, though copies. had been sent fo
the meda and radio stations lor promobion
Suifice it 8o say those coples, I they stil awst,
are extremily rare and sought afer By fans of
the band and general ADR k.

DiMing spake 10 Legendary Aock Rviens” John
Parks in 2012 “We would keve besn much
happier as a band had they bed us continue with
our vigion of e album rather than make all this
fuss about the cover, 50 the end resull was that
Wi wiene bess imested a5 a band.”

Copkes of Rad Pubficdy wen withdawn and
subsequently destroyed. Bogat renamed Bhe
album Sinfd and had the front cover sleeve
reshiod dapicting the five mambars in a simple
band pose, dressed in heir infamous white
costumes with a while background. However, a3
ime was of the essence with the album’s



release immiment initial copies of Siaful 56 had
Bad Fublicily stickers on thsm, °| don't know if
thiy wise & mistake of nob” said Meadows o
Wastinglon Cify Mewspaper on the band's stark
while image. “H depends how you look af i, M
the e it was cool. We weng like the opposie o
Kiss. But maybe we gol hypecast.”

The album was not a hit and only made it o
Mumber 154 in the American Pop Alum Chars,
It did, hewiver, gamer posEive reviews — which
wils soenewhal inonic in hindsigh because th

critics had previously lambasted the band,
Uinforiunakely for Angel, they were up agains
labal mades Kise who mleased Dynasly which
peaked &t Bamber 9 in e Blboan AN album
charts, America was undergoing Kiss-fewer
while many Americans wene wondering, “Who
the hell are Angel’

“By the time we got fo the fifth album. .. ugh...
I dont know what happened thene” Diling
admitted to Lagendary fock infendiews. °It was
i Bk O Situation of ‘Tere are SOme songs we

hawe' and theen just throwing them on thers

| think Ehat fifth album, Siafiud was the only one
where we sound soft of discoanected and
déspoimted a5 a band. We had a lot maone invested
in thi first four albums.”

Hiowever, in most fans' eves Angel Rever made 3
bad afbum and Sl 5 no exceplion.
Commencially sounding with a ==t of simple yat
caichy melodic rock songs, Sinfud Sl hoes Some
standout numibars. The openér “Don’l Take ¥our
Lowve” 8 a snappy radio friendly rocker; ‘LA

Lady" recals the wonderlial backing hesmionies
of ciasshc Ouween; “Just Can't Take I is simphe
yel seductive; "ou Can't Buy Love' has a
superiative mekody with @ bithe el B boo closs o
The Beathes' “Can'l Buy Me Love®; ‘Bad Time' iz
@i frvesome hesvy rocker; “Walted A Long Time®
has some standout guitar wark: TH Bring The
Whode Workd To Your Door” i Simpdy scrumptious
with an infectious mesody; M Mever Fall in Love
Agin’ i3 A supreme power ballad with somi
fantestic keyboards; “Wild And Hol' is a cheery,
toe-tapping party rocker; and e final track on

7FT
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the original werskon, ‘Lovers Live On', Is a
superiative glam rocker coated in while gloss.
The album seems rather short these days but it
remains an excelend release.

Belore bresking up in 1981, Angsl released Live
Withowt A Net, We recordings from two shirws
flong Beach and LA) in 1878 — hence the
absente of songs frofm Sl théir mast recent
Bhudio opus.

Angel owed oneé mone album fo Casablanca
fwhich had been sold io PolyGram in eary
19804 Insbesd of rebezsing new material, Angel
hiped 10 achieve the sof of Saccess ghmen o
Kiss with their classic breakihrough lve opus
Afive but it was not meant o be.

Angel lzter reunited in 1998, albeit with &
diffieren line-up, and would aRemats the line-up
for the mext lew years, They rideased in The
Beginalng in 1999 fealuring specisl guesi
appeswranciss. Sadiy, hassist Mickey Jones died on
Septemier 5, 2009 after a lengthy batthe against
cancer. The band still exisis, in & different
incamation, and ewen made an appearance in

Holtand for the first fime af the 2004 Kiss
comvention dubbed &5 “Special Guests®,

Angel may have been overshadowed by other
bands of the gende and whillk they never
achieved great commercial success, ADR
enthussasts cherish the band's cutput. Sinfiw'is a
nifty collection of tumes and though Nuffy around
the edges, similary 10 the band Bself, Sinful is
undiralued and obscure. s not their best
albumn but the songs are to be appreciabed.

Sirf, and in Tact any Angel album, deserves A
place in the collactions of any tan of the gance,
Ouidly, The Smashing Pumpking frontman Billy
Congan wis an Angel fan growing up in [linois.
Whao'd have theught that?

Perhaps had the band formed a decade kafer,
Angel may have been far more SucoEssiul, Now
retssusd on GO, nock fans should cherish this
e shic of ADR history,

ail Danisls, 2015
v neddanis com
neiidaniskionks wordpress.com

Pon'T Rt Toir Lo
Eviyeliy | e i i

From i mepiune on e el

# ot S By P plevint

A g Sf ey, ooyl you R cal

et S Sy wee i a0 ciose
An i T BT 20 g

Aned pbspr e o U porr manf
D I

Don T e v ke i

Ll.lﬁ'

e e O

VFiew i1 o (S5 Pl o iy
Back where | baigrg o0 B beach o A
Lyl di'tere it D0t (el S0
ipiching ol Pue pirky Sarving 0 et B

Dy it Koy g iy S ot syl
B Tt o g bluee o e o
e et P, o dabeed o it

e s lngkdng mo grod

Adul b e vy i’

Wou've ol righd
M7 il Sy

Mo o ki o i

That cou ymaser me foad gl

LA dty

St e

B P gl iy e
LA ety

St v v YR
e 2 pomres e D

T s v Moweny ewyvy Single iy
Al D S0 Mt oy

Adraig! of winid i uighy iy

¥ i ey’ i e Badan 't

i aiviat’ oot o 0 T e,
Feed i

T s | can T iy
i s b B0 it
by ke e eSS ik

LA ey
S oy o rary
el
LA ey

& drives e pary
Aifwit e Sl T By

Jirel Ca't Tnke i
Sy SonT aiy eyl

e ot ok e ik (8 e
[
e o et U pany

s oV I8 P

P B oty P! o i

f dul iy, i

el 7 et o™ i o
A T i A

by, gt

N sl g T ke
St ST L

Prape, Puisisn {3

Wn vy fuels it drev e el
Tk ey pow coneer an fikan

W gt madrgly’ Jrash

Gy, o o O Ol

1 s, ke

W | T i
st can'T ik B

g, v

ol ju ' Enke
il £ T ikt TR

RSt o £ 0 S JOU kove e

Hovernn - iy | gl ey
Meur sy by just e iy Pt e
Wi 4 o

Mo k'S g gty
bt 0 arbh el S

o Cam T By Lo

| hoser pou At Ty b nd o

| bros! P chemangd Ty Bar tedory
i voni il o P Y B et
Pes s v oo Tt e

G |, e o v

Ty 0 ey it grmaiing Jn ety
Lave 4 il P Pt P Ol of
oy sy Sy (W Fos]

Bt f sl e ff £ T Do i

Mo 8 e T Buy

Wi A LT wel iy Ll
i el sy e b e
T gt i LS e Py MO



1 i i cliy it o Jef e e
it | el Jour ks

Ty o v o spmeiaing Jo Extlenat
e v i o DS [V (VBN O
They sy mooey Duys ooy Py

Siuf | P! ot O S ] Dy e

D, o

I puess | eyl B S vy S0
Truf ol aikgy ks i ks et

s Ky O g el i Dt P
1 vt e F o 7 Sl
il | = el e et

Ty 1 Sl 0
e o
Thesy sy TerRy Buydl il ey
B I el e o cao? Buy K

Ty o gt e oy I Celiew I8
i e il Pt e T SR o
Tty Sy SNy Suiy e Ay ey

P ) i W i B0 T DU dve

o T ey v

Hav Time

Pudild Wi ¥ E SRS

B gy o ke

it it U FgE are v
G e o
e

Mg T | v Do ey

By hack & 10 ok vl

A Lty ) o e S e
I P i e

L ]

Sosbecty I RTINS ¥ o

i) o kY [aet

e fmving o dusd s
T i) I Ol Tt
e faving o dbad e

Byrwaryg, buf Sunit's aowhers el ie e
A nsineng e

o iy B o T et e e sy
| ok et 0o’ cormer ek

T o ot i) Rt e ol
ol M BT ive s ke

P w1 vy B 9 i iy
o it i iy g e
e i i oy i 0 Jried e
i bl i o kg ST

Mo s oo Ty T

For jou T da aeydfng

Bur whn oy chser B yow

D s e S oy Pl | 0
et | ot o iy wawe! e B

it et 1 g Biene B find pow
T w3, ) e
Fiat o] 3 g ficse B find o

Mo D Braly Joure! yow
At 1T it ! o

Fows st B | By i
Pty S pou Ve T B

o worii B Al sposes

I O e Sl S

I b 0 T i ey o sk
Jit o v v T e Pl

Jnid H Fubat ' Bl 0 A
sl B e g Sl pow S

P e lpng e o M e
ik el i kv ko e
v e dorg e B B e
T el @ ko, dog e,

il Bring e IVTssle Mineld T Moar Do
Bady: s o EEG Fesbrs 80 B I wty
B gk (YT VY 0 VY
s o T ol i, ]

Firm yrascs B S e Sl e Dt Sy
Till e packs el Powe do By
5 Brum v o, I o

Do yow el il gl

J o Nold o et

T e e
a3’ v e Jonigfel

Baby, 1Y bringy B il et B e oy
Vi iy P 00 MW
A oo o] el ey

ey pow b o B | el
B jo vy S D ke i il
' B 1 it o, P e

i pour S s Do ey
il Time Py o ey
I i e o, i o

Vo prus Py v

1 e ki e g

Tif ot vy 3
oo e bpre 556 Bl

B, FIF Erring S il it 0 PO (0
(el Seby’ Rl oy e e
A ey o 1 raie? i ERne.

e s

il e Fall o Lt A
Sager o P e, g I | MR
S By B bl

Lt iy e shory of oy e

s e o P! Bl beard

I v T

Teal poor sged i kv

A A

T

i o) Pl jue begunt
st ek o P e !

I orm B
Trat poor fcud 1 v
L]

v e o wel i
1 v vt L YV AT

I iy et i OW
Bt gl o e bt
T e e £ i lowg igaan

i @ s Py singing b

O am [ ] i JEoiege
Fifcriaf S} A ! B
st et B Rl D ]
Fa o g

Thaf pocr oud i iover

{ vy Sty 1
v Pl it e
FI rarver ven’ B e dove gt

1 ey Dseve o oL
e Fiought d il IR
I vt e Bl 0 e R

I eriy® Dedevand 1
Never Brngh! § Wl PR

I pabvey vy Bl o lpwe dgmin
I iy agean

I e .

ol T B bl AT AT
’:;urmrm H:Tr#-'!
W sl Omry e ek o rolf Dandy
i Sy it I Rgeier
T of g Delier
e | ! B Bl
1 il R g o o Y SN
T, et R e

Wfan Pary iy of T

T B ong Deftnr i J e It Deal
1 jusd e jure ool o vy sl

TR, 0, FEan, et

‘Couriat ey ale] el e POF
! v 1 il 0 AR

D0 e G TR i
Wingin vt T il e e Sl

T e 5 v, | g i o P
&F i oy roes, e il ke

4 e 5268 bl Y EpELN
Gefiin’ ma Bgh, Bk’ mer B

Wi | e Tt Bef

¥ juesd vyl s ouf oy il
T, . et e

Tamess ey wal i I il
v s i ity i O

s e ey ke Lo 4B
oo vt v ] ! e T Al

Lowerd Live On
Lovery by o
T s ! By e et o

A ow e PRl ey e et

ety it Y T

i e T AT

‘o b uld o v iy it
o T g Fnd T raboll’ et oy
aymare

by wird vl O
Ly ive o donpelr 0E

The dime Fue' ey g Rgeiner
Mty Laas M Defler
oy e e e, ] [ Y D e

8o et [ P, Y TR
Tei! ntr'E b o
st o A iy, 4 oW

Cawss Enprd Fod a0
LinArS i on e e

i e N vy
Fp ol Ll g By
At | proel G e IR o

‘Tieesd kwpes e
il Pt O REEOT TR



