


t's funmy how the mind can play iricks sometimes, Australin’s RAM

magazing ras a cover slery on 27 March 1980 sader the banner of

*Tribwte To A Fallen Warrior™ to mark the iragic passisg of Ben
Scett. The cover shet Iramed Beon bathed in Figry stage Fghting which
sccoated not jwst the hellfire expression on bis face but of his life. I
always thought thers was samething an Bon's pocket that said "AC/DE
Road Eraw.” But the word “crew” was slightly obscored which made
tho slogan read “AC/OC Road Screw”™ which woald have been more fit-
ting than any gear-lagging connatation. Bul when | losked af the shet
racently for the first time in years | fownd that with the camera angle
aad lighting whatever it said en Bon's breast, if asythisg, was almast
completely hidden.

Ronald Bellord Scotl was always going to fiad yeur average sized lng-
ead 2 snag if not tight Fit. He was the Rustralian personification of the
mythical Heochie Ceochin Man and Rolling Stese that hlues legead,
Maddy Waters bragged emphatically was oa his birth certificate. But
it's hard to imagine somoone as guietly digeified as Maddy getting his
gars pierced ool of beredom when he found Vet one of his Foadies
j=st Bappened b bave o sabety pin

Rnges Young omce declared that Bon was as sigeificant & figore as Jimi
Hendrie, an accslade that coold be topped by the rusour that the
names of the original members ol AL/DC have been scrawled scross
Jim Marrisen's grave in Pere-Lachaise cemetery in Paris, H s, Bon's
mosiker wold undouktedly be is o prominent font and pesition, Wis
larger than life stature despite kis five foot six isch frame was con-
lirmed early om by his dominating presence in the cartoen artwork
thatl made up the cover of the Rustralian werston of the Birty Deeds
Dane Dirt Chesp album. Balasce came into the equation ister. When
RC/DC were in Australia in 1996 on the Ballbreaker tour a group of
Melbpurae academice are said ia have respanded to proposals for the
erection of a statue ef Michael Jeckson by calling for a similar mone-
ment to wes Anges,

Ban was born om 3 July, 1948 in Kirriemoir, Scotland. The Scott fami-
Iy emigrated o Perth when be was Five.




“My new schoolmates threatened 1o hick the sh=1 oot al me whea they
heard sy Scetineh accent,” he told UK, magaties, Record Micrer. ¥ had
one waek to lesrn to speak lke them if | wanled to remain
infacl. Cowrse, | didnt toke any notice. No-one railroads over me, and
it made me all the mora determised to speak my own way, That's bow |
got my name, you ksow, The Baany Scott, see® AL sintoes givieg off the
proper level of testostarons is every sell respecting teesage male's
grestest desire o "Boanin™ want in favour of just plein “Boa." Eiven
seme kid's grammar some may well have thought kig ssme was Bomb.

#s a yowng brotker of Gearge Young of Easybeats® fame, the direction
of Malcoim Young's mesical tastes were abways on the right path, but
bearing The Whe's "My Generatioa™ for the frst tise pul his dick in
i dirl. It was just so.. heawy. The Stenes’ “Jemping Jack Flask™ and
“Honky Tonk Women™ and The Beatles” “Ber Boch™ subsequentiy bad a
similer impact kll! nlulﬁ guite the egeal of Fewsshend's Iot. Soddenly
household lavoyriteg I‘}’:h“h Berry. Jerry Lee Lewis and Little

l!“‘lﬂli rotation an the Yousp lamily turntable
"Fll | Bam Hi'&ll “had in mind had to reflect those same

driwing rock n' roll values,

“| was sriginally looking fer o keyboard and try @ litthe rock n° rofl
with piase,” says Malealm, “but it jusd didn't werk out, probably
bacauge I just dida't feel confident ensagh as 3 solo player. | dide't
euem think about Anges.”

wd EEWE] WY ], GEEE LA 6F 2AGE GE6y] =& pool =& jEnf
paleid oy pue sopes Begfejd wijoairig Jegpo.dg e eed p. “snowe)
oo oys opfssd o) (e BSA oISl DELCEd EEA | SR B

i wJeald Joy ygo s Dopdd) wong @e, feg) Cyess LeBEg Amwr
pit §aag ar pue emydepy oW opdosd jo oummE sk GOy,

F
B
4
»
H]
L]
x
&
=
i
3

BLG) pureg “hunag sebuy

Youmg Engus was s a band called Tantrom (could there have besn 3
better pra-AL/OC Band name lor o guy whe weuld ge on to be the plan-
et's wiorst school kid?), Some however coslde't waii lor the kid to pod
his theatrical borns on his head,

“A couple of (television) jourmalists aclaally treed bo bribe me and 2

CINmEs :
that big, few other scheol kids fo actwxlly go and ook like wamdals,” says
his back Aegus. "R bit of dectored news. My father came walking out of the i
musl have railway just at that time and tald the guy where to go. The guy's geing, 2
laugh, “But I'M gay with maney!" and my Father Bad him by the throat and aid, %

‘and I'm paying with penches!”
he tesmiag of Malcalm and Ragus was & musicel yin asd yang.
Theyy plargad 3 number of wirteal all sight gigs at Chequers in Gealbern
Gtreet im the heart af Sydney an & Monduy or Besaday night as a fll-in
band, bot Mew Year's Ewe 1973 at the venus wes HCOE's Frst
afhcial shew. It was also the first time that Aeges wore his aﬂ-mpﬁnm.
EChaE boy gat T. Thie paifat had a strange sense of class about it that sat
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| was phase one. Ben
whes they wers in

% @ mark of his co i Ben, whe was nover sng to do any-
thing by halves, spake ot one peint of gettiag & pair of jaass,
cetting ike bott owl #nd having “AC™ tattsaed an one chesk

im the middle would a0 doubt have b

young tan. “We're the kisgs of the scene, ne-sne elsn 1. kisg matters,”
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“Spotlight? Boa celled 18 the lighting operator al a show at
Sydeey's Haymarket, “Shew me the crawd. Show your hands if
yau've had the Jack before,” ke asked. Angus hit o chard and |et
it sustain balore startisp o pick at samething that could hase
been the beginning of the old chestaut, “River Desp, Maustain
High." It wasat, “Genorrheen,” Bom samg in an initially almost
aperatic tane which quickly becamp strangled, “|'ve just had =y
first case of Gon-orr-hoe-a",

Cut to camera ene. Warwich Farm Raceirack in western Sydney,
The rain had finally stopped. Angus siegped irom the back of the
truck that had been backed agalinst the side of the stige and the
sedden crowd gasped. He seemed much smaller ansd |eoked far
more fragile than the TV cameras of ABCS Countdown pro-
gramme had been able to trasemit. The mes abmost lnaked sarre-
al. Malealm stepped up to check his micrephene. “F.king c.t1"
he corsed casually whan it didn't fumetion as expected, A clagr-
Iy drunk Bon was leering and irh;l[q madly from the momsent he
sppeared. Much to the horror of the road crow be began doing
ehineps on the scalfolfing that mado up the stage, On @ nember
of necasions they had to get their charge down from the frame-
work 82 be woolde't pull the whole thing dewn. Boa coulén't or
‘wasn't capahle of encouraging his bagpipes to wark far *lt's A
Mpeg Way To The Tep” but it dide’t matier @ damm. L
Mnd,..cut ba camers tia, A fred show conductod by Sydeey rlﬂ-l
wlation 2EM on the ‘fereshorgs #f the morth side of Iﬂnn
Barhour. The haad played offchdre oaa number of poatogns that
hat been strepped together and which kepl moving thes makiag
playing semethisg ol @ chellenge even fer Angus' 51 hhlh
baogying. Female fans for the most part threw themselves _-
ming-fike into the sd to swim out 1 their heross. -
it was virfvally impassible at this Hlﬂ mol 1o hefigve 'I:hl'
I RL/DE - amwthatics aside - *lulld the use &l dnuil:lq' l|
rock n' roil. Ma-gae did reck o' roll swing like them either.
Their sense of fime and timing, “that scrowing leel” was Iright-
ening. Serious a8 a beart attack ton, jest mare sweaty. Anges
ripped it up like 3 fully amphetamined Check Herry while
Walcolm laid it down so retentiessty that suen & band Inadnr o
i-nir' as Howlin' Woll would beve spproved. The difference
was that AC/OC were playing an isfinitely lowder dovil's music
than Wall could Euer have imagined possibbal ln ameng it all is
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elther a laather or leopard skin west, while satin jumpsuit or green
fpatker tails was Ben, Peter Wells, the fownder of the infamous
Reso Tattos first met the maas in the early soveaties af Molhouran's
Freeway Bardens Matel where Boa was living.

“He used to come ook om the balceny amd dive into the f.king powl
pissed..... fram the second floar] That blow mo owt. He used to give
it an swiul big sudgn and ba protty crazy. You ahways knew he was
ahost, you keow what | mean? They'd lock yen up these days. A lot
ol the anpcdotes, some of them are true, probably some of them
aren't and there's other ooes that yeu prokably couldn’t talk abook
that are probakly bigger than all of them.”

I mid-1976 ACDE headed to the B.K. for the first time and left &
mubtitude of shell shocked English lans with severely ringing lugs in
their wake, Fermer Jimi Hendrig Experience members Mosl Redding
and Mitch Mitcholl were said to be among those that packed in to
sen the band all but leval the Marqees in London. The rest ef the
planet waould soom be at their tiay heet.

Beck in Australin, the new blsck and white tosr pesters showed
Anges in long red and yellow socks poieting heavenward after a
particularly delicievs slice of fret ramalama. Mayhem was the
nerm. Motels arosnd the country felt that their furniture was bel-
ter swited b the allocated rooms than the swimming pools while in
oiher areas the band were bamned swtright. Tamworth wanted no
part of them and their behaviour while in Alkury banned the sale of
the celomr eancert programma becawse the caption under o shat ol
Bom said thai ba just wanied o meke ensugh meney io be able io
you knowi...de stufl with Britt Ehlend. Elsewhere there wers thraals
of the pewer being cot if Anges did kis wsual routing of exposing his
other pair of nat guite so rosy cheeks. The classy flag bokers were
@ lmxpry that cama much later. At this stage Ang and the aodience
had te be content with something more er...crusty.

Size, in the case of ACADC, didn't couat. Ragus thought nathiag of
beltimp the odd heckler. But sccasbonally he woald have & petential-
Iy fatal experience. Bornsby Police Boys Club in Sydeey's north was
one of the major beacens of the dance circeit. The scowrge of that
lzop in the first balf of the seventies were the Sharps, the classier
and smarter Rustralian wersion of ibe shinheads. Ose night at
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Hornshy, Angus, who himeedf had shert cropped hair at oee point
decided ta grab one of the Sharps’ cape and prance aroond the stage
wiilh il. Ferlenalely, the 3harps were there specafically to see ACIC
5o tolerated the exercise.

“Betore | joraed the band.” Ben omce told RAM, “Angss o' Malcolm,
thie anes you'd beast expect to be the heavies, used to get up to same
incredible thimgs. The lirst gig | was with them, in Rdelaide, there
were a doren guys in the frent of the stage shouting ‘Hey, Hey, Come
down kare ya...' &nd Anges, be walks op 1o the edge of the siage and
screams @i them “Go and get..." 5o me, I'm loeking fer 8 micraphone
stand ready lor the oaslasght.”

Not that Ban was any slouch at standing wp and being counted whes
the moment was right. He soce fwriously demanded that whoewer
threw @ cam at the stage during & dance at Ryde chow themssives.
FlHihl“‘l* lar them "ll!'i didl AL

The Let There Be Rock albwm was unlpashed in 1977 amd was the
bamd's greatest testimonial yet fo the sheer might of rock n® rell at
8 time when the [aglish penk mevement were sneering at the form
bui desperaie to ereste somethiag as singularly intense as this. The
Ftark navy Moue, yellow aad silver of ihe Alborts |sbel oa the
Rugtralizn wersion of the afbem suddenly seemed incredibly potent
and the grainy hliack and white cever art forther upped its grit fac-
tor as did lyrical matter like the classic “Whale Lotta Resie.”

“When we were linishing off that trach we didn"t knowe if we'd call it
Lgt Thera Be Rock,™ says Angus, “but then when my amp storted
smoking at the wed George waid, | think wal cafl it Let Thers s
Rock.™

The Seedies, as they were alfectionately and al that time rightly
known, played in Australia lor the last time with Bom in 1977 in the
lnadup to the refease of Powerage. New bsssist, Cliff Williams, aa
Englishesan incredibly was umable to get an Bustralias workiag visa
from immigration efficials, Plan B. Billed as Live Wire Inlersational
Buost Act the Band played two nights at Sydney's hallowed Bomdi
Litesawer. |t was here on anather oocasion that alter @ particularly
lnte I1I'ﬂ|'l Boa deceded 1o drive his car through the ciosad boom gales
&t a nearhy carparkh. The Lilesaver was also the place that Asgus
driewe serteus blood after duck walking along the bar that ran the
lemgth of the room and cutting imsell o broken glasses. Roadies
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desgerately tried to keep up with him and da some runming repair work
to his feet with gaffe tape, but after the show a trip to the bospital was
in erder to treat same ting cat shins, The place was packed lar bath
the net exactly secret shaws -Itiailﬂi, and the escere an one sight
was not semething that's ever likely to be screened on television at
prime viewing time. A Irhl_ll of the band returned to the siege with
m, Her clothing was Etripped away with Bon's chivalrous
Bssistance and she réterned tha favosr by giving him a head job
ugh bis jeans during “TMT." The ball, sa to speak, was back in
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sireol fight and s irenically ome of the band's Best booligan recard-
ings. It all but had the words "ALOC and world deminatian” sublimi-
nakly recorded throogh it. The album's Ffmal track is guile
possibly AC/OC's grestest pleca of bad aried swagger - “Night
Prowles™ Thers are twa breaths in guick seccession right before 1hn
gubtar rings ool &t the start of the song. It's endoubtedly meant o sel
the lear and loathieg fene, bet it slse could well ko Ben in keeping
wilth his legend hawing that final toke before his wocal, The chidl tac-
tor peaks alter the bam of the amps fades whea Bon suddenly in full
comic mode fakes a bow with the werds “Sharbol. Nasco, Mango,”
which ware Robin Willinsy' trasgmission sign off s the Mok And
Miady T8 programme. Ben was a great admirer of Williams' and typ-
ically threw the lines in for a laggh. Eerily, it turned oel io alse be his
signing off. Bon weuld sovor again record with ALADE, He died on 18
February, 1980 after a night ost in landon. The whele of Awstralia
seemed |a pause,

“| think after Boa | falt borrikly grewn ep in @ way,” 358 Angos.
“When you're yomng you always think you're immartal sed that tims
really spus ma areued,”

A5 fate wosld have it when Ban was in Londan in the esrly seveaties
he saw Brian Jahnsen singing n Beordie. He teld Angus abowl this

imcredible guy whe sereamed his arse off, What Bona dide'l bnow was
that Brian had sppendicitis ot tha time,

“E king geod singer” Briam roars with lsughter. ® was in [ king
agony, | think Mal saw ws as well at Chequers when | was in
Geardie.”

880's Back In Black lsoked and sounded like it had bees forged
1 &l an iren mongers and caste in black gramite. It was 8 colos-

s &l &n aibem (hat tosk ACSOC frem stene killor Bustralion act
s brinpers ol an apocatyptic rock Woremberg, Brian Joknson sound-
e almast anesrthly and the guitars of Angus and Malcolm rase up to
miel him like fell lorees of natars.

“Back In Black is an albam we're prowd of becauss we thomght il was
the emd of the band e be honest.” says Malcolm. “Me asd Angus
wire laoking For idess [lor the album) when Bon died. We'd been
tegether twn weeks jamming. Alter [Bons death] we thoupht well,
this s it really. | just couldn't see Bavid Coverdale simging with the
band, you know what | moan? We wers all qeite shockod about it, but
after @ conple of weeks of gitting around we jost had to do something




8o we jest decided fe gat back to these cosple of ritts tkal we'd put
tagethor and we just carried an. But becanse Ban wasa't thera it
e us 30 much more determination. |t was & resl gui wreaching
thing the whobo epicode and wa siill dids't know whal was going to
happen. You're sort of in a limbo world asd | thisk thet ceme through
in all the stelf we came up with on that record. We slways 1bought
that Bon was with us in that tos, o was & big part of thet nlbum, kis
spirit mas all aver it, That's @ spocial album.®

The Back In Biack towr bliteed Australia in Febroary 1981 with &
stage &0 Teet lony by A0 leet wide, s 50,000 watt PA sysiem, 458
lights plus the Holl's Bell of comrse, But despite the seny Mo

img, at least as far ws Sypdneq was concerned, the sh
like back iw gray than black. The first bwo aliempts 1
at the Syénay Showmpgroend wers rained out. Os |
were finally m‘l‘ thn abser omElasght

b seweral miles
1 g were on foll Saturday
t was 2 Mosday, Brian not only surei I
test wnscatbed but did it with » sense of | !
RAM maguring said it all: *Season of Tha 5
Australian home ity - Brian met Boa's my
and dedicated “High Usdtago™ te Mra. Se

y “We dida’t know how sveryone there
Anges of returning to Rustralia. “Sgiih |
pretty big shoes and some peopl
hat gwes off to Brisn. Ko did ta)
ning, bat ba stacd his ground, He's @
*We ofill ikink Ban's around b
argund becavse of the mesic. We
kidhy that admire Bom, It's & sed N
amough anyway”
“He'd just write these situa jence he'l had
or from other people smoay his o oIl W and o did it
like he's writing & lettar Th 80 magic about him.”

- Ban"s
r, Berek

ot oe." says
mad hil
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hl oven h-ﬁ" fax ih [ th. When New York hard ooty
l_ﬂ_lil were in Porth, o g Bon's grave was mendatery. 0f was
100 a.m and the elmel party ceuldn't find the grest mon's final
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=ji hesps yes Nt -the alcohal,
pagly women, swesl an stage, bl
inod- Fi°s all yvery good for yoo*
Bon Scoil em tnorimg,
UEA PATE [Girens, Jansary 7H)

“] can'l ovem say ke word, if's 158 “I've nEver had 3 meEgsage lor anyone n

marfy in lhia day 0 g0l apEsL" Wy EftirE Hie. ERCEglL weryss. In give ool
Bon Scoll an Nses [Ty Filin [l

ESA Jdiiky 1878 ‘Boa Remit, E.ll 1978

[The Gdagd Tiames, Rl 73]

“I've honm on e road lor fifleen
years ond | hawe na inkeni i slop.
We mesf 2 iol of people, wa drink
Iofz of stulf amd hawe luls of "
B Sooll, Ekisgere

1978 [FeET, Decamber FH]




=“When we were peiting the band together, yoo'd fure on (he “its sl reck B roll, A bl of (eees we get oritkcioed e L & i of meeic

radin smd all there woold be comimg oul was schmaiie. Wa pomms come oul Wit 'Whon ara thoy going 1o step playing Theese eres
figured wea'd do a semg and play Ik for what it's warik: as chards T If ey bollews ihwl yoi dhosidn pley jus! thres cherds I3
kig bharmenies, no orohesiras making I sound belter. pratly silly en thelr parl To us e shinpler 3 song is, (m betlsr, “cosese
Wa wantad ta gut e recerd whal was goleg on onslage.™ ' masrs bn Bni wflh what he persan o the stroel is.*

Rngus Toung, Allanta May 1878 [ANG6re Garsns, May 78] Rhgus Toung, Allenia Moy 1078 [LAfaols Serelle, May TH]
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“Tha aaly image wa've over bad i what wa roally

gl We niver cower ap aoything. | meas if Ban's

hiixing @ wirgin dowa k2 room oned Semeone spais
hisn, wil Sugh sh*l. Naboily can Bsckmall kim.™

Rngus YTovng,

Lemdnn July 10T [Sounds, July 7]
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